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An Ukiyoe (picture of everyday life in old Japan) titled
“Toto Aoyama-hyakunin-cho Hoshi-toro”
(AScene of the Buddhist All Soul's Day with lanterns in Aoyama-hyakunin-cho)

by Utagawa Hiroshige, the 2nd, from “Shokoku Meisho Hyakkei”
(A Century of the Sights of Various Provinces)
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From the Edo to about the middle of the Meiji period, there had been held
the Bon Festival as one of the annual events in Hyakunin-cho in lunar July, in
which many Bon-toroes or lanterns were seen to hang from the tops of long
bamboo poles, called “Hoshi-toro” (literally meaning ‘star-lanterns’).
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The origins of old town names in Aoyama Area
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ﬁ'l-: i}i % LIJ ﬁ EJ- Akasaka-aoyama-minami-machi
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In 1590 this land was given to Aoyama Tadanori as a residential area by Tokugawa Ieyasu, which
is the origin of the town; and it is said that Tadanori ordered a hundred (hyaku) constables armed
with gun (a company of the Teppo [gun] Hyakunin-gumi servicemen for escorting a shogun) to
reside here. It was not until 1947 that the town was officially named Akasaka-aoyama-minami-
machi; and 5-6 chome of the town and vicinity was popularly called Hyakunin-cho after the
Teppo Hyakunin-gumi. Thereafter in 1966 the town was renamed Minami-aoyama 1-6 chome.
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