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Akasaka Hinokicho

A long time ago, there were a lot of old samurai residents built in this area.

In the fifth year of the Meiji era (1872), the area was unified as a town called Akasaka Hinokicho. It was named Hinokicho
because there were numerous hinoki (cypress trees) in the property of the Mouri family of the Choushu clan existed at that time in
this area.

Upon the arrival of the Meiji Era, two thirds of the land in the southeastern part of the town was used as the army post and
barracks of the Tokyo Army were constructed, which later became the First Infantry Regiment.

Around the twentieth year of the Meiji era (1887~) the western part of this area was vacant land and cultivated fields. Around
the end of the Meiji era, however, the majority of this had become residential districts, with a small number of shops in the
northeastern corner.

After World War Il, the First Infantry Regiment was taken over by the occupation army and Hardy Barracks were built there.
The United States returned the grounds to Japan in 1962, and the Japan Defense Agency was situated on this site until 2000.
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