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Akasaka, Aoyama, Kitamachi

In old times, this area was farmland. After Tokugawa leyasu immigrated into Kanto in 1590, he granted
this tract of land to Aoyama Tadanari as his estate. This is where the name Aoyama originates.

In the Edo era, the Aoyama area became the estate of feudal lords (daimyo) such as the Aoyama family
of the Sasayama domain and their retainers. They also established shrines in the area.

In 1913, the Japanese Army's Aoyama parade ground, which had been established in 1886, was selected
as the site for the Meiji Shrine. The shrine and its surrounding grounds were completed in 1926, with
Omotesando established as the approach to the Meiji Shrine.

After the World War 11, a building boom centered around Aoyama-dori led to its development as an edgy
and entertainment district that earned the similar reputation as Akasaka and Roppongi.
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