
a diagnosis of the tree. Because the place where the old tree was lo-
cated was partially included in the building plan, the purpose of the 
diagnosis was to examine if the tree could be transplanted to another 
place. However, it was found that the inside of the trunk was rotten 
and hollow. This meant that the tree would most likely not recover 
from a transplant, no matter what precautions were taken. The expert 
concluded that transplanting it with all its roots would be almost im-
possible.

Then, the next idea was to plant a new tree from the old tree using a 
grafting technique. In the autumn of the year when the diagnosis was 
conducted, when one of the two boughs was cut down to prevent col-
lapse of the old tree, twenty branches were collected from the bough 
for grafting, and transported to a firm in Saitama Prefecture.

In autumn of 2013, this old tree that had provided people with a place 
of recreation and relaxation for such a long time, had its last day. After 
an exorcism rite by a Shinto priest in Tenso-jinja Shrine was per-
formed, the old tree was cut down. Shosaku Nirasawa, then Chairman 
of the Ryudo-cho Neighborhood Association who attended the re-
moval of the tree, looked back and said, “It is really a pity that we had 
to cut down this beloved tree. The cherry blossoms were more splen-
did than any other cherry tree around there. However, after one of the 

two boughs was cut down, it still produced more beautiful cherry 
blossoms on the other bough, just as before”.

About two years have passed since then. In March last year, the com-
pound that bridges Gaien Higashi-dori Avenue and Bijutsukan-dori 
Avenue was completed at the site where the alley with the old tree 
used to be. The area and office of Tenso-jinja Shrine were extensively 
renovated. In and around the shrine area, a diversity of trees and plants 
were added, which provide verdure in a small corner of the heart of 
Tokyo.

The branches collected from the old tree that used to be there were 
grafted by the firm in Saitama Prefecture, and grew without any prob-
lems. Then, two of these branches were planted in the corner of the 
green area on the shrine grounds. On the display plate set close to the 
tree, the description of the young tree says, “There used to be an old 
cherry tree that was loved by many people. However, because it was 
extremely rotten, it was cut down with reluctance. This young tree has 
been grown from the branch of the old tree”.

It is said that a grafted Yoshino Cherry tree will start flowering within 
a few years. We can hardly wait until the branches of the old tree 
bloom again with splendid cherry blossoms.

(Data collected and written by Kyoko Ideishi)

● Data Collection Support����������������������������������������������������
Hideki Yamano, Managing Director of Design and Planning Department, 
Aishokubutsu Landscape Planning Office
Yosuke Kita
Hiroaki Aoki, Chief Priest of Tenso-jinja Shrine
Hiroshi Ishikawa, Director, Pembroke Real Estate Japan, LLC
People in Ryudo-cho Neighborhood Association
(In the Japanese syllabary order, honorifics omitted)
������������������������������������������������
Photos provided by Pembroke Real Estate Japan, LLC Tri-Seven Roppongi

The Story of 
the Cherry Blossom
in Ryudo-cho
In a green area adjacent to Tenso-jinja Shrine located in Roppongi 7-Chome, 
there is a thin young cherry tree supported by strips of bamboo. A plate that is 
set near this tree describes its origin. We took a look at the past and future of 
this young tree waiting for the coming spring, together with the background of 
the glassed-in compound building “TRI SEVEN ROPPONGI” and the shrine.

Do you remember that there was an old Yoshino Cherry tree in an alley alongside of the Tenso-jinja 
Shrine until only a few years ago? This tree of about 70 years old stood inclined with its branches 
spread at the foot of the steep stairs going to the Seijoki Dori service road (presently Ryudo-cho 
Bijutsukan-dori Avenue). In the spring, its splendid cherry blossoms were able to be seen in full 
bloom across the width of the alley, and in the summer it provided people with cool shade with its 
thick green leaves. Ryudo-cho is the place where the detective, Kogoro Akechi, the main character 
in the famous detective novel series written by Ranpo Edogawa, has his office. The tasteful charm of 
the back alley where “old and new coexist” is preserved in the work of Toshitaka Kita (1926 - 2015), 
a watercolor painter.

About 10 years ago, a redevelopment project was planned for this area. This plan was large in scale, 
and included the complete renovation of the area. It covered  the site and office for the 630-year-old 
Tenso-jinja Shrine, and the construction of a 14-story compound in the adjacent grounds. When 
temporary enclosure panels for construction began to be set up around the old tree, people all along 
the Bijutsukan-dori Avenue raised voices of anxiety regarding the future of the old tree.

Before the start of the construction, in spring of 2011, an expert, as requested by the developer, made 

Watercolor Painting “Old Cherry Tree in Former Azabu Ryudo-cho” on July 9, 2010 by Toshitaka Kita© 
http://www.tkita.com

“Yoshino Cherry Tree in the Old Days” taken in April 2012

Looking for Verdure in Azabu Series: No. 1

How to graft branches

Tree Diagnosis

The pruned branch is cut out 
diagonally and inserted into 
the rootstock of another tree 
such as the Oshima Cherry. It 
is attached with semitrans-
parent tape, etc., for nutrient 
absorption and drying 
prevention.

Last day of the Splendid Old Tree

Young Tree in the center of the picture, on the upper right over the plate, taken in 
August 2016

The Successor of the Yoshino Cherry Tree
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Cherry Tree Trivia
● �Because the Yoshino Cherry tree was cultivated by 

hand in the Edo period, it cannot be propagated with 
its seeds. The only way for it to propagate is to graft a 
branch of Yoshino Cherry tree to the stock of another 
cherry tree. Yoshino Cherry trees continue to be grown 
using this grafting method.

● �All Yoshino Cherry trees have the same DNA (they are 
all clones!), so they all burst into bloom at the same 
temperature. Therefore, it is easy to estimate and fore-
cast the dates the blossoms will appear.

● �In Tenso-jinja Shrine in which Fukurokuju (the large-
headed god of happiness, wealth and long life) in the 
Minato Shichifukujin (Seven Deities of Good Fortune) 
is also enshrined, there is a double flowering cherry 
tree called “Fukurokuju” of which pale pink cherry blos-
soms bloom in the middle to end of April.



He carefully answered 
our questions one by one.

—What is the reason that you chose to become an architect?
“Since I was little, I have always liked drawing pictures. Immediately after the 
War, I sometimes got bullied in my elementary school in Sayama City, Saitama 
Prefecture, because my face is a bit unusual (my father is German and my 
mother is Japanese), so I spent days ‘having a quarrel outside’, ‘drawing pic-
tures at home’ or ‘playing games of make-believe in the woods’. Later, when I 
had grown up and went to university, I thought, ‘even if I major in drawing I 
would not be able to earn a living in the future’. Then, I decided to choose the 
nearest field to drawing and tried studying subjects related to architecture. I 
found it was very interesting for me. In addition to this, I remembered the time 
when my parents ran a foreign car dealership, and my mother transported used 
foreign cars from Saitama to the Tokyo Metropolitan area. I was a child and sat 
in the passenger seat. At that time, I sometimes saw high-class residential areas 
including Daikanyama, Aoyama and Denen-chofu, etc., from the car window. 
Around that time, I had a dream ‘to become the President of the USA in the 
future when I grew up’ and I designed an imaginary house (presidential man-
sion) where I would live in my future (laughs)”.

—It was the period of high economic growth in Japan (1960s to 1970s), when 
you decided to become an architect in earnest.
“Well, I was fascinated and moved by the buildings including the Yoyogi Na-
tional Stadium, designed by Kenzo Tange, which was built in time for the 
Tokyo Olympic Games held in 1964. I was also very motivated by Expo ’70 in 
Osaka. Since establishing my own architecture office when I was 29 years old, 
I have worked earnestly as an architect, regardless of the job types, whether it 
was a public building or residential building. When I design a house, the rela-
tionship with the owner or residents continues even after completion. For ex-
ample, I designed a condominium only for foreigners in Ikeda-Yama (Shina-
gawa City) in the past. In this case, I dared to design a small-scale 2-story 
building and arranged it so the residents would feel the real Japan. Then, I 
began to receive fan letters from tenants in the building, and I received good 
information on when it would be reconstructed in the future. In conclusion, I 
took charge of the design of the new building. Also, before the demolition of 

the building, the “Guided 
Visit before Demolition” 
was held and about 360 peo-
ple gathered for it”.

—Are you particular about 
typical Japanese materials?
“I have visited Kyoto many 
times since I was a student, 
because I love Kyoto very 
much. I have a lot to learn 
from the buildings that re-
main, having endured the 
weather in Japan for thou-

sands of years. When I was young, I tended to 
aim at formatively ‘eye-catching architectural 
design’. However, now I am interested in 
something invisible, such as the air, atmo-
sphere, comfort and inner structure of build-
ings, etc. Generally, buildings in Tokyo tend to 
be built based on the defensive idea, where the 
inside is totally enclosed from the outside. On 
the other hand, my theme is ‘Interface’. I would 
like to ease the tension between outside and in-
side by preparing the intermediate area. The 
symbolic existence is an ‘Engawa’ (traditional 
Japanese peripheral corridor) that has been uti-
lized by Japanese people as representative of 
wisdom in everyday life. We should learn from 
Japanese building design where light and wind 
can be felt, the idea of using the sky view and 
natural scenery around the building and tradi-
tional assets such as the eaves, paper sliding 
doors and inner gardens, etc. I believe that we 
should rely on mechanical energy only when a 
good design is not possible with natural venti-
lation and light”.

—He has left his marks in the Azabu area as 
an architect.
“I designed a building with 11 floors above 
ground located close to the Shin-Ichinohashi 
Crossing just before the collapse of the bubble 
economy. ‘Joule’ is the ‘unit of energy’ in 
English. The letter ‘A’ from Azabu was at-
tached to it and the building was named ‘Joule 
A’. The building owner at that time chose this 
name with the idea that the building would be 
an inspiring piece of the community’s devel-
opment. A condition of the design was that it 
should be a eye-catching structure in a corner 
plot”.

“I have been involved in the Reconstruction 
Project for Nishimachi International School lo-
cated in Moto-azabu from the beginning. The 
condition was that the original classical building designed by William Merrell 
Vories should remain. Therefore, I decided not to design a new building with a 
classic image, but dared to select a modern design so that the tension between 
new and old is enhanced. All the buildings I design are precious works and are 
like children to me”.

We could not describe all for want of space, but Mr. Suzuki is very much a man 
of various talents. He completed the full Ironman Triathlon in Hawaii, which 
they say is the most severe of all endurance races in the world. He also appeared 
as the brand ambassador for many firms. His hobby is drawing “Sumie” (black-
and-white pictures). He of course likes participating actively in sports, rather 
than watching them. He loves playing basketball. His curiosity is not limited to 
architectural structures. He has modeled an “atomic structure” with his own 

unique ideas, and sent the paper to an international 
society journal. As a result, his paper appeared in a 
magazine. He told us that physics became his life 
work together with his regular business. He is a gour-
met, but he said, “I do not cook. If I had that much 
time, I would want to read many more books and 
study”. He gave us the impression of an honest and 
stoic fellow.

(Interviewed by Kumiko Omura and Aki Tanaka, written by Kumiko Omura)

● Reference ���������������������������������������������������������������������
“GOoD DESIGN” written by Edward Suzuki, published by Shogakukan 
Co., Ltd.
● Interview Support  �����������������������������������������������������������
Edward Suzuki Associates Inc.   http://edward.net

His favorite is the roof of his own house: The day the photos were taken was 
a fine day and Mt. Fuji could be viewed from there.

Medal that certifies the 
completion of the Iron Man 
Triathlon in Hawaii

One of his works on “Interface” (Engawa 
i.e. terrace, natural lighting, pocket garden 
and natural materials) are richly reflected.
Photographer: Yasuhiro Nukamura

“Joule A” (Azabu-juban, 1990) is a landmark type 
building in Shin Ichinohashi
Photographed by Katsuaki Furudate

For the reconstruction project of Nishimachi International School, 
he took charge of the architectural design for all three stages in 
1985, 1986 and 1997.
Photographed by Katsuaki Furudate

"Azabu – A Human Story"

Mr. Edward Suzuki 
(69 years old)

Architect

We called on Mr. Edward Suzuki in a quiet residential area in Nishi-azabu, away 
from the hustle and bustle of Roppongi Avenue. He has been living in the house 
for about 15 years, and about 8 years ago, he moved his office into the same 
building. He tells us that every day he appreciates the convenience of central 
Tokyo, where he can visit his clients’ (for architecture and construction) offices 
on foot and especially the “enjoyment of the great variety of interesting and sometimes unusual choices 
available for lunch all within a few minutes walk”, because of the location of his office.

“I have been working earnestly 
for a long time as an architect”.

Materials arranged in his bookshelf are the result of his 40-year 
career in architectural design.

His picture drawn when he was eight 
years old in the international school he 
transferred to.



“Joule A” (Azabu-juban, 1990) is a landmark type 
building in Shin Ichinohashi
Photographed by Katsuaki Furudate

For the reconstruction project of Nishimachi International School, 
he took charge of the architectural design for all three stages in 
1985, 1986 and 1997.
Photographed by Katsuaki Furudate

� (Data collected by Takehide Kasho, Makoto Sekiguchi, Aki Tanaka, Megumi Nakajima, written by Megumi Nakajima, writing support by Aki Tanaka)

My wish is to respect animals’ lives!

When I passed by Patio Juban about one and half years ago, I 
found that many cages for cats and dogs were arranged and 
many people had stopped to see them. I love dogs and I 
could not keep my eyes off the lovely dogs. When I asked, 

they told me that the non-profit 
association “Lonely Pet” orga-

nized this event. They play 
the role of connecting groups 
that protect homeless dogs 
and cats with new owners. 
They continued on to say that 
they are always recruiting 
new volunteer staff members. 

Therefore, I applied to it imme-
diately through my friend.

This time, I asked Nami Hoshino, 
Representative Director of Lonely Pet, 

about how she came to start this activity. “It 
was based on my sad experience. My cat 
suddenly developed general paralysis, 
and I took it to a veterinary clinic. The 
doctor told me that he could not identify 
the disease, so he recommended that 
my cat be euthanized. I felt that lives of 

animals were treated with less than ade-
quate respect. Then, I started to think about 

what I could do for animals”, she said. At first, 
she tried to find new families for homeless dogs and 

cats through the Internet. Then, ultimately she wanted a place 
where they can meet each other in person. From this point, Hoshino 
made great effort, and three years later after the establishment of 
the organization, the first adoption event was held in Patio Juban in 
2013. “Thanks to the many supporters, we have been able to hold 
this event many times and open in places in other cities as well. 
Each time, I have worked hard in preparation. For example, I receive 
approval from the local store association, send application forms to 

the local government, put up posters and secure staff 
members”. I now fully understand how difficult this has 
been for her after participating in this event. I agree 
with her about wanting to give respect to the lives of 
animals from the depth of my heart, and continue to 
help her.

Feeling just like a Mother wishing for 
Children’s Happiness

On the day of the event, there were seven protection 
groups participating from the Tokyo Metropolitan area 
and the neighboring prefectures. They brought 8 dogs 
and 28 cats. Seven staff members from Lonely Pet 
supported the event. The event was held from 11:00am 
to 16:00pm and many people gathered there even 

from the morning. In the end, 5 dogs 
and 17 cats were adopted as new 
family members. This is a great re-
sult, because sometimes there have 
been no adoptions. Because there are 
many condominiums in the Azabu area, 
the need for cats and small dogs that can be 
kept easily, are higher. Also, a donation box is provided. Every time, 
a large amount of support money is donated. The money is divided 
among the protection groups for food and protection activities.

I am very glad when some of these cats or dogs get a new family, 
but I feel a bit sad because I cannot meet them again. I wish for 
“their happiness with their new families” just like their mother. 
Among them there are some cats or small dogs that can’t stop me-
owing or barking if they are not held in my arms. Also, I sometimes 
cannot control the great power of a large dog as it pulls on its leash. 
Even so, I can touch my favorite animals and be healed by them. I 
am proud of doing this volunteer work and enjoy it because it is very 
worthwhile.

This event is regularly held at Patio Juban in January, June and 
November. The information appears in advance on the “Juban Day-
ori” and the web site of “Lonely Pet”. Please come to the venue!

● Data Collection Support ������������������������������������������������������������
Nami Hoshino, the Representative Director of the Non-Profit Incorporated 
Association “Lonely Pet”
http://lonelypet.jp
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Staff members of Lonely Pet: the person in the center 
with the white quilted down jacket is Nami Hosono.

Please
read it when 

you see
this poster!

I am very 
happy with 
my favorite 

dog!

In the Azabu area, other adoption events for homeless 
dogs will be held in Arisugawa-no-Miya Memorial Park 
once a year, in cooperation 
with protection groups.

Participating as a Volunteer Staff Member 
in the Event 

“Azabu-Juban Pet Adoption Fair”
On Sunday, November 27, 2016, an adoption event for homeless dogs and cats was 
held in Patio Juban under falling leaves. This organization provides places free of 
charge so that homeless dogs and cats can interact with potential new families. I 
participated in this event as a volunteer staff member. I would like to introduce this 
event in detail.

Organized by the Non-Profit Incorporated Association
“Lonely Pet”

School Building designed by William Merrell Vories

Martha J. Cartmell, a lady missionary of the Methodist Church of 
Canada, established Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin in 1884, which has a 
long history of over 132 years. In this tasteful building, the origi-
nal design by William Merrell Vories, very familiar to the neigh-
borhood of Azabu, was reproduced. To be precise, the first 
building for the high school designed by Vories in 1933, fortu-
nately survived the air raid of the Second World War, but time for 
rebuild was at last reached in around the 1990s. Responding to 
the wishes of the graduates that “the design of Vories should 
remain”, the building was rebuilt in 2003.

The exhibition corner on the first floor where we wanted to visit 
is an intellectually stimulating and sophisticated space. Many 
valuable historical materials including photographs, books and 
letters are displayed. This corner was planned based on the 
suggestion of the Chairman of the board of Trustees and Chan-
cellor of Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin in 2006,who said “There should be 
a place where we could observe the school’s traditions”. Since 
its opening, a special exhibitions are held several times a year in 

this corner, together with the permanent exhibition.

The corner about Hanako Muraoka should not be missed

There is no question that the highlight is the permanent exhibi-
tion corner showing the study of Hanako Muraoka in her later 
years. Hanako Muraoka was a translator and writer of children’s 
literature, who is well known by NHK’s Morning Drama serial 
“Hanako and Anne” aired in 2014. She is also a graduate of this 
school and contributed to the school, as a director of the alum-
nae association, etc. (She appeared in “The Phenomena of 
Azabu” in “The Azabu Vols. 30 and 31”.) In the same year, 
Hanako’s granddaughters, Mie Muraoka and Eri Muraoka do-
nated the total set of Hanako’s study. Hanako’s collection of 
books, manuscripts, furniture and her cherished objects in 
“Anne of Green Gables Memorial Hall/Hanako Muraoka Library” 
located in her own house in Omori, Ota City were also donated. 
Especially her autographed manuscripts of an excellent transla-
tion of “Anne of Green Gables” are exhibited.Next to it, a sign-
board for “Michio Bunko Library”, photographs and some chil-
dren’s books are exhibited. This library was named after Hana-

ko’s first son, who passed away at an early 
age. It was the first home library in Japan. A 
part of this library is reproduced here. Hanako 

used to lend books to neighborhood children in her 
later years. Also included in the display are the 
book “A Dog of Flanders” which was translated by 
Hanako along with another three books, and her 
will indicating, “I will donate the royalties from these 
four books to Toyo Eiwa.” We were all deeply 
moved after we learned about her life and felt her 
strong passion. 

Collaborating with the Azabu Regional City 
Office

In fact, Toyo Eiwa’s collaboration project with the 
community is under development. Since 2010, this 
corner has been opened every year in the exhibi-
tion venue for the “Azabu Future Photo Studio” 
panel exhibition, which is part of the Azabu Region-
al City Office project done by local people. Last 
year in August, the basic agreement was concluded 
with Minato City for partnership and cooperation. Various proj-
ects at Toyo Eiwa related to Azabu are highly anticipated.

● Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin Archives/Hanako Muraoka Exhibition Corner ��������
Location: 1st floor of Main Office/Graduate School Building, 5-14-40, 
Roppongi, Minato City   Tel: 03-3583-3166
Visiting Dates and Hours: 9:00 to 20:00 on Monday to Friday, 9:00 to 
19:00 on Saturday
Admission is free, reservations not required except for group visits (Guide 
tour by staff members is not available), closed on Sunday, holidays and 
school’s long vacations.
● Data Collection Support ����������������������������������������������������
Fumiyo Sakai, Archives Staff, Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin

Fumiyo Sakai, a graduate of 
Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin and also 
a staff member responsible 
for historical materials guided 
us. What she told us was of 
great interest.

Study Corner where Hanako’s legacy is proudly represented The exhibition of “Missionaries and Hanako #2 - Ms. 
Blackmore” is open until September 22 (Fri), 2017.

Sakai told us “Hanako Muraoka was an independent 
woman who greatly contributed to society in those 
days. I would like as many people as possible to know 
about Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin, the school that trained her”.

Adults and Children

Looking and Learning Together!

2Field Trip
Our

When you go up the Torii-zaka slope, the view on the right hand side of the gentle slope is the 
gracefully designed Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin Main Office/Graduate School Building. When its im-
pressive door is opened, you are welcomed with a big smile from the guard. Everybody can 
enter the Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin Archives/Hanako Muraoka Library Exhibition Corner on the first 
floor of this building. The visiting report is as follows.

Commemoration for Collaboration between
Minato City and Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin 

港区と東洋英和女学院の連携
記念

Let’s go to 
the Exhibition Corner 
of the Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin Archives!

� A graceful building together with the Toriizaka Slope

� Everybody is welcome!

Signboard for 
“Michio Bunko Library”

� (Data collected by Kyoko Ideishi, Misaho Kasho and Aki Tanaka, written by Misaho Kasho and Aki Tanaka)

"The Local 
Community"



Finland Has a Lot in Common with Japan
The Ambassador came to Japan for the fi rst time 
for an international conference in 2005. At that 
time, he was so busy he only went back and forth 
his hotel and the venue for the conference. The 
second time he visited Japan was just a prelimi-
nary inspection with his family, when he had not 
yet fi nished his post as Ambassador to Argentina 
in Buenos Aires. It was a snowy day in January. 
All members of his family were actually very 
pleased with this, because they felt like they were 
coming home! Japan is the fi rst country in Asia he 
has been assigned to as a diplomat.

When we asked him about his fi rst impression of Jap-
anese people, his immediate thoughts were that there 
are many similarities between Japan and Finland.

“There are many people who are somewhat shy or 
reserved here, and it takes a while to get to know new 
people. However, once a relationship is established, 
long friendships and great mutual respect are com-
mon to the Japanese and the Finnish people.” We all 
nodded, as we could really appreciate this point. He 
added that they have an orderly society that functions, 
and a common characteristic such as following rules, 
just like the Japanese people.

He pointed out that another remarkable thing we have 
in common is that they eat raw fi sh, which is quite 
rare in Europe. He further added, with a big smile, 
that most Finns could eat sashimi and sushi without 
any diffi culty.

75% of the Country is Covered in Forest and 
Lakes Cover 10%

Finland is about 1,000 km long from north to south. 
75% of the country is forest and Finns have about 
188,000 lakes and ponds (*1). They maintain a life-
style of coexistence with nature even in urban areas. 
They take great care of their towns and cities. Trees 

and fl owering plants are even planted between build-
ings, not just in parks. This is also true in Japan. The 
Ambassador routinely takes a daily walk with his two 
dogs. His favorite spot is Arisugawa-no-miya Memo-
rial Park, where he exchanges greetings with his 
“friends with dogs” (people who became his friends 
through their dogs).

The Country of Moomin and Santa Claus

The Ambassador has three children and their favorite 
character is, of course, Moomin. Finns love the 
Moomins, characters popularized by the Finnish art-
ist Tove Jansson (1914 to 2001). The Ambassador 
had also read all of Jansson’s Moomin books by the 
time he was 11 years old. He reads the same books to 
his children.

Coexistence with nature is the essence of these sto-
ries. The sea is an important factor for them. They 
also include a philosophical factor. A variety of age 
groups can appreciate these tales in their own per-
sonal ways.

Surprisingly, the animated cartoon of Moomin was 

fi rst created in Japan and reimported to Finland. 
Globally, Moomin is the most known and loved in 
Japan next to Finland. The fi rst Moomin theme park 
outside Finland will open in Japan (in 2019), and this 
is something we are quite proud of.

Children all over the world eagerly anticipate Christ-
mas, and Finland is famous as the country where 
Santa Claus lives. In the northernmost area there is a 
mountain called “Korvatunturi,” and Santa Claus 
lives there. The transfrontier area named “Lapland” is 
home to about 8,000 Sami people in Finland, the last 
nomadic people in all of Europe.  

Christmas is the most important family time of the 
year. A bell tolls in the 700-year-old Turku Cathedral 
at noon on Christmas Eve, and a “Peace Declaration” 
is held in the open space in front of the Cathedral. 
This is broadcasted all over Finland, and also in many 

other countries.

At home, gorgeous Christmas dishes are arranged on 
tables. His fondest memory is of his mother’s por-
ridge mixed with cinnamon and sugar. An almond is 
often thrown in as a kind of game, and whoever suc-
ceeds in fi nding it gets good luck. In addition, there 
are potato and liver casseroles (food cooked by boil-
ing and stewing), a christmas ham, and a pie called 
“Karjalanpiirakka,” where rye dough with milk por-
ridge is baked in the oven, eaten with egg butter on 
top. His mom’s home cooking is surely hard work at 
Christmas!

A Country of Fun and a Boom in Unique 
Sports

Finland attracts tourists from around the world for au-
rora viewing tours. From Japan, about 260,000 peo-
ple visit Finland per year (*2). Tourists are being 
drawn to Finland during seasons other than winter 
nowadays, as it has four beautiful seasons. There are 
many activities provided for us to fully enjoy nature 
in Finland. In winter, you can participate in a dogsled 

tour or drive a reindeer sleigh. The Ambas-
sador generally loves sports, and enjoys 
them from time to time. He says modestly, 
“But there is no sport I can say that I am 
good at.”

Ice hockey is very popular in Finland even 
though it is not a national sport. The num-
ber of children who play it is large, compa-
rable to that of football. “However, my son 
is keen on basketball,” he said.

In Finland, there are many unique competi-
tions and many people come to join such 
competitions from all over the world. For 
example, “Swamp Football” is one of 
them. The venue is set intentionally in a 
swamp, and participants get very muddy as 
they play the game. He explained, “Even if 
you are not able to run fast, or you are not 
good at football, you can really enjoy this 
sport.” The “Wife Carrying” race is also 
well known. Husbands run the course with 
their wives on their backs, which looks 
more fun than carrying them in their arms. 

When we asked him, “Have you ever participated in 
this event?” he smiled and joked, “No, I haven’t, but I 
carry her at different occasions.” That’s great!

One championship that he has participated in is 
called, “Boot Throwing.” There is also a “Mobile 
Phone Throwing Championships”. Another competi-
tion well known to the Japanese people is the “Air 
Guitar World Championships.” In this competition, 
participants act as if they are playing a guitar and they 
compete with their performances. In the past, two 
Japanese won this contest.

They say that one of the national characteristics of 
Finns is their shyness. Surprisingly, they also demon-
strate the opposite characteristic in these unbelievably 
unique competitions. “Finns loves rules, so there are 
strict rules in any competition, which is well under-
stood among Finns.” We also understand that well!

A Prominent Country where People Love 
Coffee and Saunas

Finland is the world’s No. 1 consumer of coffee per 
capita. We were very surprised to hear this. Statisti-
cally, Luxembourg is actually No. 1, partly because 
the tax rate in Luxembourg is low, so people from the 
neighboring countries visit to buy large amounts of 
coffee beans there. Finns drink an average of 3.3 cups 
of coffee a day, or 1,212 cups a year (30 times more 
than Japanese: 340 cups a year per Japanese) (*3). 
They consume 12 kg of coffee beans (Japan: 3.4 kg) 
(*4), which is twice as much as Italians. This fi gure is 
based on statistics for the entire population, so con-
sumption per adult must be much higher.

“Robert’s Coffee” is famous in Finland, and there is a 
branch of the shop in Fukuoka also in Japan. In Fin-
land, there are many coffee shops in city streets. 
Drinking a cup of coffee is part of their daily lives at 
home and in the offi ce. When a guest comes, a cup of 
coffee is always served. However, they don’t let chil-
dren drink coffee, just like in Japan. They start drink-
ing coffee when they are around 15 years old. Ambas-
sador started it at 18 years old.

One more interesting comparison is the number of 
saunas. They say that there are more than 3 million 
saunas for a population of 5.49 million (*5). They are 
considered indispensable to the Finnish lifestyle. 
Amazingly, the Embassy has saunas for guests and 
staff members.

Talking with the Ambassador was very interesting, 
and there seemed to be no end to the topics we could 
discuss. He told us many stories. Their pride in the 
coffee and baked sweets they served for us during our 
interview was wonderful, and very much appreciated.

Embassy of Finland coverage day: November 21, 2016 (Interviewed and written by Takehide Kasho, Yukiko Takayanagi and Minako Hatanaka)
The original article is written in Japanese.

Republic of Finland
Area:  338,000 km2 (a little smaller than the land of Japan)
Population:  Approx. 5,490,000 (as of the end of April 2016)
Capital City: Helsinki
Head of State:  President Sauli Niinisto (appointed in March 

2012, six-year term)
Legislature:  Unicameral System (four-year term, 200 seats)

Reference: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan website:
http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/fi nland/index.html

Finland

His Excellency Mr. Jukka Siukosaari
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Japan

2017 is a commemorative year for the people of Finland, as they celebrate the centenary of indepen-
dence from the Russian Empire.

Japan is the fi rst country in Asia to recognize the independence of Finland, and 2019 is the 100th anni-
versary of Japan-Finland Diplomatic Relations. In the same year, the “Moomin” theme park is scheduled 
to open in Hanno City, Saitama Prefecture. “Moomin” is a well-known and lovable character emblem-
atic of Finland. There are likely to be more projects and events like this in cooperation with Finland. H.E. 
Mr. Jukka Siukosaari, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Japan (hereinafter referred to 
as “the Ambassador”), was assigned as Ambassador to Japan in September 2016, after postings in 
Ireland, Italy, South Africa, the United Kingdom and Argentina. He took time from his busy schedule to 
speak to us.

FINLAND
The Country of Aurora, Moomin and Santa Claus
The Limitless Charm of Finland

Article Cooperation: Embassy of 
Finland

Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Jukka Siukosaari and his wife; his daily routine is 
walking with dogs from Argentina, his former post.
Photo by Petri Asikainen

 Natural mystery, Aurora Borealis fills the sky. 
Photo: Only in Lapland/Visit Finland

 Santa Claus lives in the north end of Finland 
Photo: Juho Kuva/Visit Finland

 Finns love coffee more than anyone else in the world. You can find 
coffee shops everywhere in Finnish towns. 
Photo: Elina Sirparanta/Visit Finland

 Many houses have a sauna. Saunas have played an important role in 
the lives of Finns for centuries, and are indispensable to their lives.   
Photo: Harri Tarvainen/Visit Finland

 In the center is pie “Karjalanpiirakka” 
Photo: Harri Tarvainen/Visit Finland
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*1 Based on page 5 of “FINFO–Facts about Finland” issued 
by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in 2015

*2 Based on the “Embassy” page on the website of the 
Embassy of Finland in Tokyo

*3 Based on the “Monthly coffee market report” issued by 
the International Coffee Organization in January 2012

*4 Based on page 9 of “FINFO–Facts about Finland” issued 
by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in 2015

*5 Based on page 19 of “Clean Finland” issued by the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in 2014

Embassy of Finland in Tokyo website: http://www.fi nland.or.jp

Creator of Moomin
Ms. Tove Jansson
Photo by Per Olov Jansson

In 2019, a Moomin theme park is scheduled to open 
in Hanno City, Saitama Prefecture. 
Photo: Producer Mr. Dennis Livson/2016 MOOMIN 
CHARACTERS TM & DENNIS LIVSON/Visit Finland
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From the "World"
of Azabu
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There was no name for the slope!
The signboard standing on top of the slope says, “It is uncertain when this slope was finally 
named, or who named it, but in the era when Tokyo was called Edo, this slope had no 
name”. “Oh my gosh! I had at last found a slope with no name!” I said to myself. I gazed at 
the view from the top of the slope. The name of the slope now is “Sannen-zaka”, but in the 
Edo Period, people might not have recognized this as a slope. Presently, stone stairs have 
been installed and the road has been paved. (However, in the Edo Period, this road might 
have just been an inclined bumpy street). There are many slopes that might have had no 
name in Minato City, but this case is quite interesting because it is unknown when the slope 
was named, or what the origin of the name is.

Apart from that, the view from the top of the slope is breathtaking. This would be because 
of the large difference of elevation between Azabu-dai and the valley, but the contrast of old 
townscape in the valley in the front against the new high-rise buildings in the distance is 
wonderful. Sannen-zaka slope is quite steep, so now stairs have been installed, which look 
tasteful together with this breathtaking view. On the left side, we can see the dignified rear 
view of the Azabu Post Office. On the right side, there is Ark Hills Sengoku-yama Mori 
Tower, and in front of us, the Tokyo Midtown building rising high in the distance (* the high-
est building in the area). It seems to benefit from this rolling landform, and the townscapes 
of the past and present are beautifully viewed together.

In fact, there are many “Sannen-zaka” slopes.
As stated in the signboard previously mentioned, “‘Sannen-zaka’ (three-year slope) is also 
written as ‘Sannen-zaka’ (three-sense slope), and there are other slopes with the same 
name. In fact, there is a slope with the same name close to Shimizu in Kyoto”. It is mysteri-
ous that there should be various interpretations. However, I had a question: “What did the 
name ‘Sannen-zaka’ (three-sense slope) come from?” So I looked into it. It is said “when a 
person tumbles down to the ground on the slope, the person will die within three years un-
less the person licks the soil on the slope three times”. How frightening is that?! This slope 
is very steep, so falling down would be quite possible for visitors. According to this saying, 
we should just lick the soil three times to survive. However, it is unknown when, who, and 
why the slope was named like this. Because this slope had no name in the Edo Period, the 
mystery deepens even further. On the signboard, it is concluded, “It would be romantic if a 
person long ago put their feelings of nostalgia for their hometown of Kyoto in the name of 
the slope”. “Romantic” also seems mysterious, but I hope that the hometown of the person 
who named this slope was Kyoto. This is of course a popular version, not the real origin of 
the slope.

Because the origin is so mysterious, we can imagine a variety of interesting episodes 
around it.

Surging New Waves
In this area where new and old townscapes are viewed together, and even a frightening 
origin story has been conceived, an unavoidable “New Wave” has arrived. A redevelopment 
project is coming around the corner. It is natural that the town changes little by little, as 
people have been living there for a long time. There is only a little time left for viewing such 
a beautiful contrast of the past and present, but we look to the future of Azabu, which no one 
has seen yet.

This time, a slope along the Azabu Gazenbo-cho that was described 
in the last volume (Ochiai-zaka Slope, Vol. 38) is reintroduced. Vari-
ous episodes might be hidden there. I expected so, and decided to 
research it.

Photos taken by Masanori Taguchi in 1975 and provided by Shigehisa Taguchi

現在の落合坂周辺

The building seen from the left upper tree shade is Azabu Post Office. The remarkable high-rise building on 
the right is Tokyo Midtown. (Photo taken in 2013)

外苑東通り

★

六本木六丁目

Tokyo
Midtown

六本木ヒルズ

Roppongi Sta.

六本木 
六丁目 

乃木坂駅

 一の橋 

東京タワー

 新一の橋
鳥居坂下

赤羽橋駅

麻布十番駅

Iigura Katamachi

Iigura

Sannen-zaka 
Slope

赤羽橋

Azabu 
Regional 
City Office

Gaien Higashi Dori Ave.

To
ky
o 
M
et
ro
 N
an
bo
ku
 L
in
e

Rop
po
ng
i-d
ori
 Av
e. Roppongi-

itchome Sta.

Azabu Elementary 
School
Azabu Kindergarten

Azabu-dori 
Ave.

Azabu Post Office

Ark Hills 
Sengoku-yama 
Mori Tower

Roppongi 
5-chome

View from the top of the Sannen-zaka Slope in 1975 View from the base of the Sannen-zaka Slope in 1975

Looming on the upper right is Sengoku-yama Mori Tower in Ark Hills.  
Seen at the left upper distance is TV Tokyo’s new main office building.   (Photo taken in 2014)

Panoramic view of the area around Sannen-zaka Slope: Ark Hills Sengoku-yama Mori Tower on the right 
hand side. It can be seen that the redevelopment wave literally surges over the area. (Photo taken in 2011)

Finland Has a Lot in Common with Japan
The Ambassador came to Japan for the fi rst time 
for an international conference in 2005. At that 
time, he was so busy he only went back and forth 
his hotel and the venue for the conference. The 
second time he visited Japan was just a prelimi-
nary inspection with his family, when he had not 
yet fi nished his post as Ambassador to Argentina 
in Buenos Aires. It was a snowy day in January. 
All members of his family were actually very 
pleased with this, because they felt like they were 
coming home! Japan is the fi rst country in Asia he 
has been assigned to as a diplomat.

When we asked him about his fi rst impression of Jap-
anese people, his immediate thoughts were that there 
are many similarities between Japan and Finland.

“There are many people who are somewhat shy or 
reserved here, and it takes a while to get to know new 
people. However, once a relationship is established, 
long friendships and great mutual respect are com-
mon to the Japanese and the Finnish people.” We all 
nodded, as we could really appreciate this point. He 
added that they have an orderly society that functions, 
and a common characteristic such as following rules, 
just like the Japanese people.

He pointed out that another remarkable thing we have 
in common is that they eat raw fi sh, which is quite 
rare in Europe. He further added, with a big smile, 
that most Finns could eat sashimi and sushi without 
any diffi culty.

75% of the Country is Covered in Forest and 
Lakes Cover 10%

Finland is about 1,000 km long from north to south. 
75% of the country is forest and Finns have about 
188,000 lakes and ponds (*1). They maintain a life-
style of coexistence with nature even in urban areas. 
They take great care of their towns and cities. Trees 

and fl owering plants are even planted between build-
ings, not just in parks. This is also true in Japan. The 
Ambassador routinely takes a daily walk with his two 
dogs. His favorite spot is Arisugawa-no-miya Memo-
rial Park, where he exchanges greetings with his 
“friends with dogs” (people who became his friends 
through their dogs).

The Country of Moomin and Santa Claus

The Ambassador has three children and their favorite 
character is, of course, Moomin. Finns love the 
Moomins, characters popularized by the Finnish art-
ist Tove Jansson (1914 to 2001). The Ambassador 
had also read all of Jansson’s Moomin books by the 
time he was 11 years old. He reads the same books to 
his children.

Coexistence with nature is the essence of these sto-
ries. The sea is an important factor for them. They 
also include a philosophical factor. A variety of age 
groups can appreciate these tales in their own per-
sonal ways.

Surprisingly, the animated cartoon of Moomin was 

fi rst created in Japan and reimported to Finland. 
Globally, Moomin is the most known and loved in 
Japan next to Finland. The fi rst Moomin theme park 
outside Finland will open in Japan (in 2019), and this 
is something we are quite proud of.

Children all over the world eagerly anticipate Christ-
mas, and Finland is famous as the country where 
Santa Claus lives. In the northernmost area there is a 
mountain called “Korvatunturi,” and Santa Claus 
lives there. The transfrontier area named “Lapland” is 
home to about 8,000 Sami people in Finland, the last 
nomadic people in all of Europe.  

Christmas is the most important family time of the 
year. A bell tolls in the 700-year-old Turku Cathedral 
at noon on Christmas Eve, and a “Peace Declaration” 
is held in the open space in front of the Cathedral. 
This is broadcasted all over Finland, and also in many 

other countries.

At home, gorgeous Christmas dishes are arranged on 
tables. His fondest memory is of his mother’s por-
ridge mixed with cinnamon and sugar. An almond is 
often thrown in as a kind of game, and whoever suc-
ceeds in fi nding it gets good luck. In addition, there 
are potato and liver casseroles (food cooked by boil-
ing and stewing), a christmas ham, and a pie called 
“Karjalanpiirakka,” where rye dough with milk por-
ridge is baked in the oven, eaten with egg butter on 
top. His mom’s home cooking is surely hard work at 
Christmas!

A Country of Fun and a Boom in Unique 
Sports

Finland attracts tourists from around the world for au-
rora viewing tours. From Japan, about 260,000 peo-
ple visit Finland per year (*2). Tourists are being 
drawn to Finland during seasons other than winter 
nowadays, as it has four beautiful seasons. There are 
many activities provided for us to fully enjoy nature 
in Finland. In winter, you can participate in a dogsled 

tour or drive a reindeer sleigh. The Ambas-
sador generally loves sports, and enjoys 
them from time to time. He says modestly, 
“But there is no sport I can say that I am 
good at.”

Ice hockey is very popular in Finland even 
though it is not a national sport. The num-
ber of children who play it is large, compa-
rable to that of football. “However, my son 
is keen on basketball,” he said.

In Finland, there are many unique competi-
tions and many people come to join such 
competitions from all over the world. For 
example, “Swamp Football” is one of 
them. The venue is set intentionally in a 
swamp, and participants get very muddy as 
they play the game. He explained, “Even if 
you are not able to run fast, or you are not 
good at football, you can really enjoy this 
sport.” The “Wife Carrying” race is also 
well known. Husbands run the course with 
their wives on their backs, which looks 
more fun than carrying them in their arms. 

When we asked him, “Have you ever participated in 
this event?” he smiled and joked, “No, I haven’t, but I 
carry her at different occasions.” That’s great!

One championship that he has participated in is 
called, “Boot Throwing.” There is also a “Mobile 
Phone Throwing Championships”. Another competi-
tion well known to the Japanese people is the “Air 
Guitar World Championships.” In this competition, 
participants act as if they are playing a guitar and they 
compete with their performances. In the past, two 
Japanese won this contest.

They say that one of the national characteristics of 
Finns is their shyness. Surprisingly, they also demon-
strate the opposite characteristic in these unbelievably 
unique competitions. “Finns loves rules, so there are 
strict rules in any competition, which is well under-
stood among Finns.” We also understand that well!

A Prominent Country where People Love 
Coffee and Saunas

Finland is the world’s No. 1 consumer of coffee per 
capita. We were very surprised to hear this. Statisti-
cally, Luxembourg is actually No. 1, partly because 
the tax rate in Luxembourg is low, so people from the 
neighboring countries visit to buy large amounts of 
coffee beans there. Finns drink an average of 3.3 cups 
of coffee a day, or 1,212 cups a year (30 times more 
than Japanese: 340 cups a year per Japanese) (*3). 
They consume 12 kg of coffee beans (Japan: 3.4 kg) 
(*4), which is twice as much as Italians. This fi gure is 
based on statistics for the entire population, so con-
sumption per adult must be much higher.

“Robert’s Coffee” is famous in Finland, and there is a 
branch of the shop in Fukuoka also in Japan. In Fin-
land, there are many coffee shops in city streets. 
Drinking a cup of coffee is part of their daily lives at 
home and in the offi ce. When a guest comes, a cup of 
coffee is always served. However, they don’t let chil-
dren drink coffee, just like in Japan. They start drink-
ing coffee when they are around 15 years old. Ambas-
sador started it at 18 years old.

One more interesting comparison is the number of 
saunas. They say that there are more than 3 million 
saunas for a population of 5.49 million (*5). They are 
considered indispensable to the Finnish lifestyle. 
Amazingly, the Embassy has saunas for guests and 
staff members.

Talking with the Ambassador was very interesting, 
and there seemed to be no end to the topics we could 
discuss. He told us many stories. Their pride in the 
coffee and baked sweets they served for us during our 
interview was wonderful, and very much appreciated.

Embassy of Finland coverage day: November 21, 2016 (Interviewed and written by Takehide Kasho, Yukiko Takayanagi and Minako Hatanaka)
The original article is written in Japanese.

Republic of Finland
Area:  338,000 km2 (a little smaller than the land of Japan)
Population:  Approx. 5,490,000 (as of the end of April 2016)
Capital City: Helsinki
Head of State:  President Sauli Niinisto (appointed in March 

2012, six-year term)
Legislature:  Unicameral System (four-year term, 200 seats)

Reference: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan website:
http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/fi nland/index.html

Finland

His Excellency Mr. Jukka Siukosaari
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Japan

2017 is a commemorative year for the people of Finland, as they celebrate the centenary of indepen-
dence from the Russian Empire.

Japan is the fi rst country in Asia to recognize the independence of Finland, and 2019 is the 100th anni-
versary of Japan-Finland Diplomatic Relations. In the same year, the “Moomin” theme park is scheduled 
to open in Hanno City, Saitama Prefecture. “Moomin” is a well-known and lovable character emblem-
atic of Finland. There are likely to be more projects and events like this in cooperation with Finland. H.E. 
Mr. Jukka Siukosaari, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Japan (hereinafter referred to 
as “the Ambassador”), was assigned as Ambassador to Japan in September 2016, after postings in 
Ireland, Italy, South Africa, the United Kingdom and Argentina. He took time from his busy schedule to 
speak to us.

FINLAND
The Country of Aurora, Moomin and Santa Claus
The Limitless Charm of Finland

Article Cooperation: Embassy of 
Finland

Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Jukka Siukosaari and his wife; his daily routine is 
walking with dogs from Argentina, his former post.
Photo by Petri Asikainen

 Natural mystery, Aurora Borealis fills the sky. 
Photo: Only in Lapland/Visit Finland

 Santa Claus lives in the north end of Finland 
Photo: Juho Kuva/Visit Finland

 Finns love coffee more than anyone else in the world. You can find 
coffee shops everywhere in Finnish towns. 
Photo: Elina Sirparanta/Visit Finland

 Many houses have a sauna. Saunas have played an important role in 
the lives of Finns for centuries, and are indispensable to their lives.   
Photo: Harri Tarvainen/Visit Finland

 In the center is pie “Karjalanpiirakka” 
Photo: Harri Tarvainen/Visit Finland
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*1 Based on page 5 of “FINFO–Facts about Finland” issued 
by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in 2015

*2 Based on the “Embassy” page on the website of the 
Embassy of Finland in Tokyo

*3 Based on the “Monthly coffee market report” issued by 
the International Coffee Organization in January 2012

*4 Based on page 9 of “FINFO–Facts about Finland” issued 
by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in 2015

*5 Based on page 19 of “Clean Finland” issued by the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in 2014

Embassy of Finland in Tokyo website: http://www.fi nland.or.jp

Creator of Moomin
Ms. Tove Jansson
Photo by Per Olov Jansson

In 2019, a Moomin theme park is scheduled to open 
in Hanno City, Saitama Prefecture. 
Photo: Producer Mr. Dennis Livson/2016 MOOMIN 
CHARACTERS TM & DENNIS LIVSON/Visit Finland
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(Interviewed and written by Yasuhiro Tanaka)

Since 2009, the Azabu Regional City Office has been organizing activities with Azabu Future Photo Studio in an 
endeavor to capture the changes to the cityscape of Azabu. They’ve been working together with local residents and 
businesses to collect old photographs of the Azabu region, as well as taking photographs at fixed-point locations.

Through the collection and preservation of things from the Azabu region, these activities are designed to preserve 
and pass down historical and cultural resources that are familiar to long-time local residents down to future gen-
erations, as well as expanding their utilization in the future. At the same time, the project aims to make the history 
and culture of the town known to even more people, contributing to the deepening of their affection for the town.

If you have any old photographs of the Azabu region that you feel should be pre-
served and passed on with a view to the future, please contact the Azabu Re-
gional City Office. For details, please contact the Community Policy Subsection, 
Collaboration Project Section, Azabu Regional City Office.
Inquirise: Tel: 03-5114-8812

The Azabu Future Photo Studio is looking for old photographs.
About the Azabu Future Photo Studio?

Ochiai-zaka Slope

The Azabu Future Photo Studio
— The Slope where people and their spirits come and go —



(Data collected by Sumie Koike, Yasuhiro Tanaka and Akira Mori, written by Akira Mori)

to’s elder brother by blood, immediately visited the palace, and stayed at the Azabu Sec-
ond House. On March 6, 1936 he recommended the inauguration of the Koki Hirota (1879 
to 1948) Cabinet. He maintains that on March 8, 1936 the song of a bush warbler in the 
garden gave him inspiration, such that his work was successfully done, and he went home.

A detached house designed by Eikichi Hasebe (1885 to 1960), an architect and former 
staff member of the SUMITOMO Building and Repairs Section, was built on the site of 
the Second House in 1940.

In the middle of the night on March 9, 1945, a fire broke out in the Ichibai-cho Dori area 
because of the Great Tokyo Air Raid just before the end of WWII. Kafu Nagai’s (1879 to 
1959) house “Henki Kan” burnt down in the blaze. The SUMITOMO Second House 
survived, and Kafu accepted the offer to establish the Neighborhood Association Office in 
the SUMITOMO Second House site. In his diary “Dancho Tei Nichijo”, he wrote that in 
this place, postal matters were accepted and monetary gifts from volunteers in the town 
were offered to those suffering during those hard times.

SUMITOMO-Kaikan Hall was constructed in 1965 and Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Museum 
(Tokyo) was built in one corner of Izumi Garden in the redevelopment project conducted 
by SUMITOMO Realty and Development Co. Ltd., in 2002.

The Cultivated Taste of Shunsui

Shunsui (Tomoito) SUMITOMO had many hobbies, such as Tenkoku (seal-engraving), 
as well as the arts of the sencha tea ceremony and the matcha tea ceremony, Noh stage art 
and calligraphy since his early childhood, and loved old bronzes and bonsais (dwarf pot-
ted trees).

Shunsui’s pursuit of beauty would begin based on his own “taste”, but also on Western-
style housing architecture and culture. He learned about Western art and interior and ex-
terior garden and house design (they decorate the house and garden with art objects) when 
he travelled to Europe and the United States in 1987. What he learned is evident in the 
Western-style SUMITOMO houses in Kansai and Azabu.

The first oil painting that Shunsui purchased was “Chousho” (Morning toilette), painted 
by Seiki Kuroda (1866 to 1924) through an introduction by Kinmochi Saionji. Later, he 
purchased some more works by Kuroda, but most of them were lost or damaged in the 
war, as was the SUMITOMO Suma House where such works were displayed. In 1897, he 
purchased Claude Monet’s “Parc Monceau” and “Road to the Saint-Simeon Farm”, and 
other Western-style paintings from Tadamasa Hayashi (1853 to 1906), an art dealer in 
Paris. Also, he supported Takeshiro Kanokogi (1874 to 1941), an oil painter, for his study 
in Paris and also supported Chu Asai (1856 to 1907) who came back from Paris and be-
came a professor of Kyoto College of Technology, for the construction of the school 
buildings of Kansai Bijutsuin (Fine Arts Academy of Western Japan) when he established 
the new Kansai Bijutsuin. Shunsui also purchased their works. In addition, he purchased 
French and Japanese oil paintings and collected the works of the artists of the same period, 
including the ceramic art of Hazan Itaya.

In the introduction to his illustrated old Chinese bronzes book, Shunsui SUMITOMO 
wrote that “I collected old Chinese bronzes which were not appraised by any expert, but 
suited my taste and my judgment based on various books I studied”. In “Shunju Sashiden” 
(Zuo Zhuan), a Chinese history book reportedly written by Confucius, which he probably 
read in his early childhood, it was said “the character of a man is judged based on his re-
finedness, and a product of culture or civilization should be judged based on its dignity”.  
We imagine that Shunsui understood 
products of culture or civilization as 
an expression of the noble character 
of a man and collected a wide range 
of art objects from bronzes and ce-
ramics to Oriental-style and West-
ern-style paintings, according to his 
own cultivated taste.

The cultivated taste of Shunsui ex-
ceeds the domain of a private hobby, 
but contributes to the support of cul-
tural assets for posterity.

SUMITOMO Family and Baron

It is said that Tomoito SUMITOMO is the person who built the foundation of the modern 
SUMITOMO group today.

For the SUMITOMO family, the first head Masatomo SUMITOMO was a Buddhist 
priest, and became a merchant in the 17th century. He provided hints for merchants in his 
book “Monju-in Shiigaki”. His brother-in law Riemon Soga operated a copper-refining 
factory in Kyoto, and his first son Tomomochi became an adopted son of Masatomo 
SUMITOMO. Tomomochi established Izumi-ya SUMITOMO as the head house of the 
“Nanban-fuki” copper-refining technique and established the “well curb” trademark as-
sociated with “Izumi” (fountain) from the meaning of “Izumi-ya”.

In the history of the SUMITOMO family, since receiving permission to open the Besshi 
copper mine from the Tokugawa Shogunate in the Edo Period, in exchange for “Unjo-
kin” Edo Period business taxes, they continued to operate this mine as one of the foremost 
private mines in Japan for 300 years up to the Showa Era. In the national isolation era in 
Japan, the SUMITOMO family supported Japan as a copper-producing country through 
international trade through Nagasaki. In the periods of confusion before and after the 
Meiji Restoration, they maintained their right to manage the copper mine, and after that 
increased copper production in the Meiji Era under the government policy of encouraging 
new industry for a prosperous country.

In 1893, the SUMITOMO family accepted Takamaro Tokudaiji from a court noble as an 
adoptive heir, and as the head of the family. He was a very sophisticated person who 
studied Japanese classical literature and books written in Chinese when he was in his 
early childhood, and acquired a court noble’s academic traditions and elegance. Then, he 
studied in the Gakushuin School.

He adopted the name of Kichizaemon Tomoito SUMITOMO and worked hard to develop 
the family business. He aimed at modernizing the management of the Besshi Copper 
Mine, and the diversification of the SUMITOMO family businesses. In 1895, he estab-
lished SUMITOMO Bank Ltd., and built a foundation for the related companies of the 
next generation such as SUMITOMO Warehouse Co., Ltd., and SUMITOMO Shindo-jo 
(copper foundry), etc. In 1896, he revised the family constitution. The success of his busi-
ness is proven in records that show Kichizaemon SUMITOMO was at the top of the list 
of millionaires in Osaka Prefecture with 70 million yen in 1916.

On the other hand, Tomoito SUMITOMO asked Koun Takamura (1852 to 1934), a pro-
fessor at the Tokyo School of Fine Arts and others to create a statue of Masashige Kusu-
noki (a military commander in the 14th century) to mark the 200th anniversary of the 
Besshi Copper Mine in 1980. Tomoito donated it to Japan in 1900. This statue still exists 
in Kokyo Gaien, the Outer Garden of the Imperial Palace, National Garden. In 1904, He 
donated the Osaka Library to Osaka Prefecture.

In 1911, Kichizaemon Tomoito SUMITOMO was given the title of baron.

A Short History of the SUMITOMO Family’s Second House in Azabu Ichibei-cho

One of the episodes related to the relationship between the SUMITOMO family and Az-
abu is that they purchased land of about 3,400 tsubos (11,220m2) in 1-113, Azabu Ichibei-
cho (presently 1-5-1, Roppongi) previously owned by Marquis Nakahiro Ikeda, in 1912. 
A German traditional-style brick main house and attached Western-style house and Japa-
nese-style house were designed by Yutaka Hidaka (1875 to 1952), a graduate from Tokyo 
Imperial University and a staff member of the Building and Repairs Section at the SUMI-
TOMO Head Office. This was completed in 1916, and called the Azabu Ichibei-cho Sec-
ond House.

On September 1, 1923, when the Great Kanto Earthquake occurred, the Azabu Second 
House sustained only slight damage such as to roofing tiles and walls. In the main build-
ing, families of the company’s staff whose houses were more seriously damaged were 

accepted, and a temporary building was 
constructed in the site to offer shelter. On 
September 5, 1923, 111 tons of rice and 
1000 blankets, etc. were sent from the 
Kansai region by ship. Part of this was put 
into the hands of the temporary disaster 
relief office to help others also at risk for 
disaster.

After the February 26 Incident in 1936, 
Kinmochi Saionji (1849 to 1940), Tomoi-
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Special Guide for Tokyo Venue for ”The Compelling Beauty of Arita Ceramics in the Age of the Great International Expositions” Exhibition held by Sen-oku Hakuko Kan
Sumitomo Group Public Affairs Committee   http://www.sumitomo.gr.jp/
Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Pamphlet
“SUMITOMO Shunsui” edited by “SUMITOMO Shunsui” Editorial Committee
“SUMITOMO Shunsui - Bi no yume wa owaranai!” (Shunsui SUMITOMO - The Dream of Beauty is forever) edited by the Fine Arts and Literature Department, Sen-oku 

Hakuko Kan, a public interest incorporated foundation, published by Sen-oku Hakuko Kan 
“Sumitomo Monogatari” (SUMITOMO Story) written by Shirayanagi Shuko published by Chikura Shobo
“Hanse Monogatari First Volume” written by Saihei Hirose, Hirose Collection Version
“5. Design of Commercial Town” in Japanese Architecture “Meiji, Taisho and Showa Eras” written by Katsuhiko Sakamoto, published by Sanseido Co., Ltd.
“Kindai Nihon, Kenchikuka no Ashiato, Hasebe Eikichi” (Modern Japan, Footprints of an Architect, Eikichi Hasebe), in Kenchiku Bunka (Architectural Culture) magazine, 

September 1990 issue, written by Junichiro Ishida
“Dancho Tei Nichijo Second Volume” diary in Iwanami Bunko library, written by Kafu Nagai, published by Iwanami Shoten
“The Complete Works of Seiki Kuroda” written by Eisaku Wada, published by Shinbi Shoin
“Jiji Shinpo-sha Chosa Zenkoku Goju-man Ijo Shisanka Hyou” (Jiji Shinpo-sha Investigated All Japan Wealth Person List with 500,000 yen or More): the 3rd Investigation 

by Jiji Shinpo-sha, published by Jiji Shinpo-sha
“Chotto Paris Made, Zutto Paris De” edited by Koichiro Noji, published by Sen-oku Hakuko Kan, a public interest incorporated foundation 
● Data Collection Support  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Aiko Morishita, Curator and Asako Hashimoto, person in charge of public relations in Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Museum (Tokyo)
Fine Arts and Literature Department, Sen-oku Hakuko Kan, a public interest incorporated foundation
SUMITOMO Historical Archives

Hashimoto (left) who is in charge of public relations and 
Morishita, curator, Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Museum (Tokyo)

A tasteful museum called “Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Museum (Tokyo)” is located in a corner of the Izumi Garden in front of the Em-
bassy of Sweden in Tokyo. This museum was opened in 2002 by a public interest incorporated foundation of the same name, 
“Sen-oku Hakuko Kan”. There are about 3,000 items in the Sen-oku Hakoko Kan museums’ collection (Kyoto and Tokyo). The col-
lection contains things such as ancient Chinese bronzes, Chinese and Japanese paintings and calligraphic works, Japanese tea 
utensils, Noh costumes & masks and Western paintings, including two items designated as National Treasures and nineteen items 
designated as Important Cultural Properties. At the site of this museum, there used to be a second house including Western-style 

and Japanese-style buildings in Azabu Ichibei-cho, constructed by the fifteenth head of the SUMITOMO 
family, Kichizaemon Tomoito SUMITOMO (the pen name of Shunsui: 1864 to 1926), who was involved in 
the collection of such art objects.

Map of Azabu-ku, Tokyo 
City in 1924 (“Zouho 
Minato-ku Kindai Enkaku 
Zushu Azabu Roppongi” 
(Additional Minato-ku 
Modern History Illustration 
Book, Azabu and 
Roppongi) (issued by 
Minato-ku Board of 
Education)).

� The SUMITOMO Family Azabu Second House (reprinted from “Kenchiku Kogei Soushi” (architecture and craftsmanship magazine), Second Period, Volume 21, July 1916)

Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Museum (Tokyo): 1-5-1, Roppongi, Minato-ku
Tel: 03-5777-8600 (Hello Dial Service)      http://www.sen-oku.or.jp/

Story of Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Museum (Tokyo)

The Phenomena 

of Azabu



Guidance for Account Transfer for Metropolitan Tax Payment

For Metropolitan Tax Payments, Account Transfers are Safe and Convenient!
When an account transfer service is used, the tax payment from your bank account is automati-
cally performed on the last day of the tax payment period (deadline for tax payment). Apply for this 
service by the 10th of the previous month of the month when the payment is started. If the 10th of 
the month is a Saturday, Sunday or holiday, apply by the next opening date of the Tax Office.

Account Transfer Available for Metropolitan Taxes

Individual Enterprise Tax, Real Estate Tax  /City Planning Tax (Land and Houses)*, and 
Real Estate Tax (Depreciable Assets)*

* �Assets within the 23 wards are subject to taxation. Account transfer services are not 
available for irregular taxes (tax imposed as required).For more information, access our 
website or contact the office below:

Tax Payment Promotion Section, Tax Collection Division, Tel: 03-3252-0955 (week-
days, 9:00am to 5:00pm)

Notification about the Relief Measures for Real Estate Tax 
and City Planning Tax in FY2017 (within the 23 Wards)
1) �Measures to reduce the upper limit charge level of Real Estate Tax/City 

Planning Tax for commercial areas, etc.

2) �Tax Exemption for Real Estate Tax/City Planning Tax for small non-residen-
tial land

3) �Relief measures for City Planning Tax for small residential land are also 
applied throughout FY2017.

For more information, access our website or contact the office below:

Inquiries: �For properties located in Minato City 
Real Estate Tax Section, Minato City Metropolitan Taxation 
Office, 

Tel: 03-5549-3800 (Main)

A Minato City proposal ceremony for resident participating organizations from all districts was 
held on Friday, March 24, 2017, and the ward resident participating organization “Azabu Dia-
logue Committee Azabu Regional Policy Subcommittee” handed the resulting report of the many 
discussions to Mr. Masaaki Takei, the Mayor of Minato City, as a proposal.

The “Proposal for the Review of Minato City Basic Plan/Plan for the Azabu Region” compiled by 
the members of the Azabu Region Policy Subcommittee can be obtained at the counter of the 
Collaboration Project Section, Azabu Regional City Office or accessed from the website of Mi-
nato City.

The Brighter Society Campaign is a nationwide movement that seeks to deepen the understanding of all people in Japan 
regarding crime prevention and delinquency and the reform of criminals. They join forces in their respective areas, and aim 
to create a bright society without crime or delinquency. This year marks the 67th Brighter Society Campaign.

Come and bring your friends along.

Inquiries: �Collaboration Project Subsection, Collaboration Project Section, Azabu Regional City Office, Tel: 03-5114-8802 
Welfare Activities Support Subsection, Health and Welfare Section, Public Health and Welfare Support Department, Minato City Office, Tel: 03-3578-2379

Date and Time  �Saturday, July 8, 2017
Memorial Ceremony: 1:25 pm to 3:45 pm 
Parade: 4:00 pm to 4:40 pm

Venue  �Memorial Ceremony: Roppongi Hills Arena (6-
10-1 Roppongi, Minato City)   
Parade: Starting from Roppongi Hills Arena - 
Keyaki-zaka - Azabu-juban Shopping Street - In 
front of Resona Bank at Ichinohashi Crossing

Precautions  �This event might be canceled in case of bad 
weather. Confirm if this event will be held or not 
by calling Minato Call from 9:00 am for the me-
morial ceremony and from 3:00 pm for the pa-
rade on the day of the event.   
Minato Call: 03-5472-3710

Inquiries: Community Policy Subsection, Collaboration Project Section, 
Azabu Regional City Office,
Tel: 03-5114-8812

Scene of the Proposal Ceremony Front Page of  the Written Proposal

The restaurant “SASARA” opened on 
the 2nd floor of the Azabu Regional City Office.

SASARA provides a weekly rotating lunch 
menu, featuring healthy ingredients drawing on 
the staff members’ experience cooking in a 
nursery school. Its concept is “Heartening Dish-
es” that are easy-to-digest meals and just like 
mom’s home cooking.

Hours  �Lunch Time: 11:30am to 2:00pm
Tea Time: 2:30pm to 5:00pm

Closed  �Saturday, Sunday and National Holidays

Location  �2nd floor of the Azabu Regional City Office

Inquiries: Restaurant “SASARA” 
Tel: 03-6441-0304

Inquiries: �Fire Protection Management Branch, Fire Prevention Section, Azabu 
Fire Station, Tel: 03-3470-0119 (ex. 520)

Information from Azabu Fire Station

“Azabu Dialogue Committee Azabu Regional Policy Subcommittee” has submitted its investigation results report 
to the Mayor of Minato City as a proposal.

The 14th Large Meeting for the Promotion of Youth Health Development will be held in Roppongi,  
as part of the 67th Brighter Society Campaign.

Take care not to get heatstroke!
Immediately after the rainy season is over, the hot summer will begin.

Heatstroke can occur not only outdoors, but also indoors. Even 
when you are indoors, pay attention to the room temperature and 
drink water frequently.

Lunch Plate (with Dessert and Coffee)
� Size M: 900 yen
� Size S : 700 yen

● Take care in your activities!

• Choose to walk in the shade. • Choose to be in cool places. • Take a rest as necessary.
• Decide to go out or not by referring to the weather forecast.

● Choose your clothes carefully.

• Use sweat absorbing and quick-drying clothes. • Loosen your collar for ventilation. 
• Use a parasol or wear a cap.

● Manage your living environment.

• Insulate against outside heat (with window shades, reed screens or shading film, etc.).
• Well ventilate your space (with screen doors, wellhole, etc.). 
• Use air-conditioners (turn on the AC without hesitation). 
• Drink water before you feel thirsty or go out to a hot place.



Please send your application with your address, 
name, occupation (school name), telephone number, 
and the reason why you are interested (in Japanese 
or English, format and number of letters have not 
limit), and deliver directly, mail, or fax to the follow-
ing: Community Policy Subsection Collaboration 
Project Section, Azabu Regional City Office, 5-16-45, 
Roppongi, Minato City, Tokyo (106-8515).
● Tel: 03-5114-8812    ● Fax: 03-3583-3782

We are 
looking for

Editorial 
Staff

You can also access this
newsletter from the Minato City  
website.

Please send us your 
comments or requests 
regarding

The Azabu

●Locations of the Newsletter: Roppongi 1-chome, 
Roppongi, Hiroo, Azabujuban and Akabane-
bashi subway stations, The Chii Bus, Minato 
Library, Azabu Library, Minami-azabu Iki-Iki 
Plaza, Nishi-azabu, Iki-Iki Plaza, Iigura Iki-Iki 
Plaza, Azabu Civic Center, Azabu Regional 
City Office, etc.
●Usage of articles, illustrations, and photo-
graphs from this newsletter is prohibited.

Editor’s Note
I participated in the editorial meeting for the first time because I wanted to know much more about Azabu. I 
read articles while listening about how data was actually collected, making me feel as though I was at the 
scene. Also, I was very surprised with the volume of information possessed by the editorial staff members 
and the sensitivity of their data collection antenna. One day I would like to disseminate information in these 
newsletters by enhancing my ability to gather information about new discoveries in my daily life.

� (Akiko Horiuchi)

� The original article is written in Japanese.

Chief Aki Tanaka
Sub Chief Yukiko Takayanagi
Staff Miki Ishikawa Megumi Nakajima

Kyoko Ideishi Minako Hatanaka
Yoshie Osawa Akiko Horiuchi
Marika Oba Akira Mori
Kumiko Omura Ryozo Yamashita
Takehide Kasho Emi Yonezawa
Misaho Kasho Kana Watanabe
Mimi S Koike Hisayoshi Watanabe
Yasuhiro Tanaka

“Minato Call” information service.
Minato call is a city information service about services 
provided by City Hall, facility guide, event information, 
etc., available from 7:00am to 11:00pm everyday.
❊ English speakers are also available.
Minato Call :
Tel: 03-5472-3710   Fax: 03-5777-8752
E-mail: info@minato.call-center.jp

Information from Azabu Regional City Office

FY2017 Minato Disaster Preparedness Drills (Azabu Site) will be conducted.  — Everyone is welcome to join!

For this disaster preparedness drill, we will assume that an M-7 class Tokyo Inland Earthquake has 
directly hit the Tokyo area. There is a 70% probability of this occurring in the next 30 years, with large-
scale damage to buildings and significant loss of life. Therefore, a variety of training courses are to be 
conducted. If you participate in these courses, you will have a good opportunity to improve your disas-
ter prevention attitude and plan what you need to do in time of disaster. We strongly recommend that 
you participate in this Minato Disaster Preparedness Drills (Azabu Site) to prepare yourself and your 
family for a large-scale disaster.

Inquiries: Collaboration Project Subsection, Collaboration Project Section, 
Azabu Regional City Office,
Tel: 03-5114-8802

Scene of Exercise for Early Stage Fire-Fighting in FY2016 Minato Disaster 
Preparedness Drills (Azabu Site)

9:30am – 11:30am on Sunday, 
October 22, 2017 (planned)
* English speaking tour starts at 10:00 a.m.

Minato City Roppongi Junior High School 
Grounds and Gymnasium
6-8-16 Roppongi, Minato City

Aimed to enhance “Self-Help” Attitudes! In a time of disaster, in addition to general cooperation in the district, individual preparation 
is required.

Date and Time

Location
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To Kamiya-choTo Azabu-juban

Keyaki-zaka-dori Ave.

To TameikeTo Shibuya Roppongi-dori Ave.

Roppongi Sta. “Roppongi Ekimae”
Bus StopRoppongi Hills

TV Asahi

“Roppongi Ekimae”
Bus Stop

Bank of Tokyo-
Mitsubishi UFJ

Haiyu-Za

〒Venue
Roppongi Junior
High School

Roppongi Charter for Safety and Peace of Mind

The town of Roppongi promotes projects related to the local independent 
rules “Roppongi Charter for Safety and Peace of Mind”, accommodating 
the five concepts, “Crime Prevention,” “Environmental Beautification,” 
“Smoking Rules,” “Usage of Streets,” and “Business Operation”, in coop-
eration with the district and its administration.

We Are Continually Looking for Shops and Businesses 
that are in Agreement With the Spirit of the Roppongi 
Charter for Safety and Peace of Mind!!

Inquiries: �Collaboration Project Subsection, Collaboration Project Section,  
Azabu Regional City Office

Tel: 03-5114-8802

As part of efforts to make the charter as widely known as possible, the Minato City Certification System for Rec-
ommended Businesses Supporting the Minato City Roppongi Charter for Safety and Peace of Mind has been 
established, and shops and businesses that are in agreement with the spirit of the Charter are being recruited 
as follows.

● Recruitment Details

Eligibility  �Shops and business enterprises, etc. located in, or active mainly in, the Roppongi District (Rop-
pongi 3-chome to 7-chome and Akasaka 9-chome 7)

How to apply  �Step 1: Check that you understand the purport and contents of the Charter by looking at the Mi-
nato City Official Website.
 �Step 2: Obtain a Letter of Agreement from the Collaboration Project Section, Azabu Regional City 
Office, or from the Minato City Official Website.
 �Step 3: Fill in the required information on the Letter of Agreement and either send it by post or 
submit it in person to the counter at the Collaboration Project Section, Azabu Regional City 
Office.

             �

The names of shops/business en-
terprises that support the charter 
will be posted on the Minato City 
website and published in commu-
nity newsletters as “Businesses 
that are in Agreement with the Spir-
it of the Charter”

✻ �An application form for certification as a “Supporting/Recom-
mended Business” will be sent to “Businesses that are in 
Agreement with the Spirit of the Charter”. The application is 
screened, and shops/businesses that are granted certifica-
tion are presented with a certificate and certification sticker. 
In addition, their name and details of their activities will be 
posted on the Minato City website and published in commu-
nity newsletters.

● The contents of the Charter can be viewed in full on the Minato City 
Official Website or obtained from the Collaboration Project Section, 
Azabu Regional City Office.

For further information on the 
Roppongi Charter for Safety and 
Peace of Mind, please see below.

Minato City Official Website
http://www.city.minato.tokyo.jp/

Roppongi Charter for Safety and Peace of Mind Search

Certification Sticker to be sent to the  
certified recommended businesses, etc.


