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Japanese lute (F£&5)

Gold and silver works (4« #RAl 1)

It is said that the Japanese lute (“biwa”)
originated in Persia, India, and Vietnam. Arriving
in Japan through China and the Korean Peninsula
during the Nara period, the instrument had
developed in its own unique way.

Kendo—gu (Protective equipment for Kendo) (RIJEEL)

Kendo-gu (protective equipment for kendo) was
first produced in the latter half of the Muromachi
Period. It became popular among samurai in the
latter half of the Edo Period when the bamboo
swords were similar to those of today.

By the end of the Edo Period, the length of
bamboo swords was standardized and the
protective equipment for kendo has remained
unchanged since the Meiji Period.

Picture Frames (#f#%)

The prototype for picture frames is said to have
originated in the Greek period. Western style
picture frames were first created in Japan in the
early Meiji era. The frames were decorated with
detailed patterns, sometimes taking the form of
carved wood.

Today, they are required to harmonize with the
painting, as well as with the walls they are to
hung upon, and occupy an important place as
works of art independently, along with the
paintings they adorn.

Edo mounting (JLFZH)

It is said that the original technique of mounting
was brought to Japan from China by the members
of official missions to China during the Tang
dynasty. The artisans were popularly called Kyo-
shi, or sutra men, because their work was mostly
centered on mounting Buddhist sutras and
paintings.

As time passed, they also applied their techniques
to hanging scrolls, screens, sliding doors, scrolls
and art frames. Hence they came to be called
Hyogu-shi or mounters.
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Gold and silver works is the extremely detailed
art of creating decorative items out of gold,
silver, platinum or other metals.

It is said to have originated in the Heian
period(8th-12th centuries) when skilled gold and
silversmiths began to decorate the metal fittings
of temples, etc.

Products have varied in accordance with the
demands of the times, such as the guards on
samurai swords during the Edo period and
delicate ornamental hairpins and obi sash clips
during the Meiji period.

Today, although work centers around rings,
necklaces and earrings, they are all purely hand-
made.

Samisen (Three-stringed lute) (AR

It is said that Samisen was invented by Ishimura
Kengyo who was a “Biwa Hoshi(lute priest)” at
that time and it was based on Jabisen(similar to
the Samisen but using snake-skin) wihch was
brought over from the Ryukyu Islands(Okinawa) to
Sakai in Osaka in 1562.

After his device, cat-skin or sound chamber. Also,
as both sides of the body are covered with
separate skins, the timbre differs depending on
the strength of the stretched skin.

Samisen comprises a body, a beam and a top
part. The body is made of Karin(Chinese quince),
and best material.

*Kengyo is a title expressing official class among the blind,
use after Muromachi shogunate

Sashimono (J§¥)

Sashimono refers to creating boxed-shaped
items with lids or drawers made by taking
measurements of boards with a ruler and
carefully putting together the boards. Its history
dates back to the Heian period.

The beginning of these are said to be items that
were made by carpenters in the luxurious court
cultures mainly in Kyoto.

MINATO CITY '

MINATO CITY




