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Shibaura and Antarctica may not seem related, but here
is an introduction to the Antarctic Expedition Monument in
Shibaura.

As many of you may know, the Shibaura area is reclaimed
land and this spot is one where you can really feel it. In
addition to the magnificent monument, there are many
other interesting things such as the playground equipment
that resembles the Kainan Maru, the ship that Lieutenant
Shirase took to the Antarctic, a monument with a waterfall,
a pond and penguins that resembles the Antarctic, and a
drill from the third Antarctic research vessel, the Shirase.

It is exciting to hear that more than 100 years ago, in the forty-third year of
the Meiji Period (1910), a wooden ship left Takeshiba Pier for Antarctica and
took more than a year to reach the continent. Just imagine how difficult the
voyage and how awesome it must have been.

The monument was placed in the Minato City Futo Park, which was built
through land reclamation.

There is one more connection to Antarctica. In the Fune-no-Kagakukan
(Science Museum of Boats) in the neighboring Shinagawa City, the actual Soya,
the first Antarctic research vessel, is on display. The interior of the ship is open
to the public in a condition that shows what it was like

at that time.
After taking a leisurely stroll around the Antarctic .
Expedition Monument and the actual Soya, how about ; e
&
E3

SR B
KHRR

appreciating a movie about the Antarctic expedition and
thinking about Antarctica to get over the cold weather?
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DEZBFESBOFEHHLFNTVEY

The Antarctic Expedition Monument is
guarded by two penguins and inscribed
with the names of all the crew
members, including Lieutenant Shirase,
and their ages at the time.

NEDHBAZHHESEIBETRIBIR
SN ANERDMDBERF. KTEFE<E
BOHICHNFET

The playground has a masted ship in a
sandbox which recreates the color and
shape of the wooden Kainan Maru.
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HUEY

Although there was no water when
this photo was taken, the waterfalls
and ponds, made to resemble
Antarctica, create a sub-continental
atmosphere.
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