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Karasumori'inari-sha Shrine
(Karasumori-jinja Shrine)
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The origins of old town names in Shiba area.

This signboard guides the origins of old town names, each of which in most cases represents its own
history of the beginning or the location.
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Shin saiwai-cho

In the 2nd year of Meiji (1869) a town named Shin saiwai-cho (literally new saiwai town' ) officially
came into existence. It is said to have been named so because it lay outside the Saiwai-bashi gate.

Futaba-cho

This place was a business town called Saiwai-cho in the early Edo era. The town was moved in the 4th
year of Genroku (1691), and the site was reserved for official use. In the 6th year of Hoei (1709) a part
of the land was granted to a Tokugawa s court lady, and the other part became a business town again
as if a new shoot would appear. Therefore the town is said to have been called Futaba-cho, literally
‘new shoot town". Or it is said to have been called so because there was the estate of a Tokugawa s
court lady whose name was Futaba during the Kyowa era (1801-1804).
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Hikage-cho
In the 5th year of Meiji (1872) this place was named Hikage-cho
(literally "shady town). It is said to have popularly called so

because the town was located in a shady place, having narrow
lanes.

Karasumori-cho

This place had popularly been called Karasu-mura or Karasu-
maru from old times, and there were samurai residences during
the Edo era. In the 5th year of Meiji (1872) the place was
reborn as a downtown and was named Karasumori-cho after the
Karasumori-jinja Shrine in the center of the town. The word
Karasumori still remains in the Karasumori Exit of JR Shimbashi
Station etc.
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