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Enjoy experiences with Japanese
tradition and culture in Minato City.
You may discover new charms of
Japan!
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*The information in this guidebook is up-to-date as of October 1, 2025. Please be

aware that some information on the various facilities may have changed.
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((0)) What is a yakatabune ?
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Yakatabune is a type of houseboat with a
Japanese-style fatami mat room where you
can enjoy the water scenery and dining. It has
a long history, beginning around the 9t century
as a refined leisure activity for aristocrats. In
the mid-Edo period (1603 to 1863), wealthy
merchants and feudal lords enjoyed sailing in
these luxurious boats. It gradually spread to
the commoners and developed into a chic and
elegant leisure activity.
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((0)) Modern version
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A modern yakatabune trip is generally enjoyed
as a course with tempura, sashimi, and other
Japanese foods and sake while viewing the
scenery of Tokyo Bay or the Sumida River.
They are also popular for offering premium
seats for viewing cherry blossoms or fireworks.
They have air conditioners and restrooms, and
chairs can be provided upon request. There are
passenger boats for small groups and
chartered boats for larger groups.
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You can also have freshly fried fempura and fresh
sashimi prepared on board.
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Part 2 Japanese experiences in Minato City

Let’s Try

Boat operator Nawasada is a 5-minute walk from Daimon Sta. and has
passenger boats departing nightly for small groups. The boats sail under the
Rainbow Bridge to a point where you can view the stunning Odaiba night.
Tempura is the main dish and the prime specialty is conger eel caught from
Tokyo Bay. Contact the Tokyo Yakatabune Association below for a reservation.
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Enjoy Edo-style conger eel and the Odaiba night scenery
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Message from /
\ the Taisho

The sea breeze is more pleasant than air
conditioning. Please be on time when riding a

passenger boat.
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Hiroshi Takeuchi, 6t generation owner
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Interview cooperation by boat operator nawasada  ER#ti% /1 - #ATE ABE
9 2-13-11 Hamamatsu-cho, Minato-ku X ;EHART 2-13-11 \.03—3431-5629 https://www.nawasada.com/index.html

Tokyo Yakatabune Association
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The Tokyo Yakatabune Association offers a free service for finding and
reserving a boat for your preferred time and date. There are also special
cruises for viewing cherry blossoms or fireworks and historical tours. Inquire
in advance.
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https://www.yakatabune-kumiai.jp/en/ @@
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Choose a plan based on the website
and complete the reservation form
including the time and date.
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You will receive an email with information
such as the boat location, meeting time,
and payment method. Your reservation will
be confirmed once payment is received.
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Experience
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' The geisha quarters
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The geisha quarters is an area with many ryotei
restaurants that geisha work at. Tokyo has six
areas (Shimbashi, Akasaka, Kagurazaka, Asakusa,
Yoshicho, and Mukojima) that flourished as
meeting places for politicians and soldiers.
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Ozashiki
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Akasaka was filled with army and bureaucrat
related facilities, becoming geisha quarters
where guests were entertained at ryotei
restaurants. After enjoying food and sake, the
geisha would add zest by performing traditional
arts such as dancing and singing ballads. This
sequence of activities that is called ozashiki is
still performed today.
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Geisha
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Geisha who liven up banquets with their arts
are professionals who read the room to offer
the best entertainment possible. At ryotei
restaurants that are often used for entertaining,
geisha appear after the meal and meeting and
liven the room to help break the ice. What are
called geigi in Kyoto are called geisha in Kanto,
and their apprentices are called maiko in Kyoto
and hangyoku in Kanto.
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Ikuko-san has been active as a top Akasaka geisha
for 59 years. In 2016, she received the Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays.
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0zashiki games
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Guests sing ballads and geisha play the taiko
drum and dance along for entertainment.
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Tosenkyo #m#E
A fan is thrown to hit down a target with a bell on it,
placed on top of a box.
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Interview cooperation by Akasaka Asada
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Similar to rock, paper, scissors, sansukumi'is a battle
played with body gestures.
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Ozashikidaiko
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Striking faiko drums along with the shamisen and
ballads.
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Let’s Try

Akasaka Asada sixizm

Cuisine and ozashiki games at a ryotei restaurant with a 350-odd year history.
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Q 3-6-4, Akasaka, Minato-ku X FRIR 3-6-4

https://www.asadayaihei.co.jp/akasaka/

TOKI, Inc. @ TOKI

Ryotei cuisine and ozashiki games with a foreign language interpreter (member

registration and reservation required)
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Genuine to informal experiences
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Akasaka Geisha =%

See Akasaka geisha on stage. (Irregular)
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> Be polite, relax and enjoy.
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> Do not offer geisha food as they do not eat

during ozashiki.
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@) Chanoyu (tea ceremony)
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Chanoyu (tea ceremony) is the act of inviting
guests and enjoying matcha (powdered green
tea). This pursuit greatly influenced tea rooms,
gardens and other architecture, techniques
for making tea implements, Japanese cuisine
and confectionery, etiquette and manners, and
many other lifestyle and cultural activities in
Japan for a thousand years. The foundation
of chanoyu culture is mutual respect and
reverence. It is also a unique aesthetic sense
that heightens your spirituality.
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Matcha
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Matcha (finely powdered green tea leaves) is
placed into a tea bowl, hot water is added, and
the tea is whisked with a chasen (bamboo tea
whisk). The guest takes the bowl in his or her
left hand, rotates it slightly, then drinks. In this
manner, the host and guest share a bond.
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Tearooms

FE o R=E

Tearooms are designed for a calm, unique and
simple beauty called wabi-sabi developed by
Sen No Rikyu who created the original form
of the current chanoyu. The space is designed
to calm the mind and heighten the spirit by
focusing on tea making, and it links you deeply
to Zen thoughts.
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Let’s Try

Happo-en filled with Edo sentiment is a circuit style garden
surrounding a pond. It has a pond where carp and waterfow! play,
a tasteful resting spot, bonsai trees that are over 500 years old, a
tearoom, and other elements. Visitors using the garden can freely
stroll around the stream and sunshine-filtered foliage.
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Happo-en N\3E
Q 1-1-1 Shirokanedai, Minato-ku XK@ £& 1-1-1 K 0570-064-128
https://happo-en.com/?wovn=en @

How about trying chanoyu in a Japanese garden?
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Enjoy tea comfortably in a chair
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Ryurei tea ceremony with a table and chairs is

easy for overseas visitors. Happo-en offers two

services from a tearoom in the garden.

1.In teicha , you can have matchaand Japanese

sweets made in the back. 1,815 yen (tax included)

2. In otemae, you can watch the tea be made

and have it with Japanese sweets. 3,630 yen

(tax included) , reservation required

* Genuine ofemae done sitting on tatami mats and guided garden walks are also popular.

English interpreters available.
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Enjo

the Public
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A sento is a fee-based public bathhouse. Even
people with their own bath at home visit the
bathhouses seeking a blissful soak in a large
bath for only a few hundred yen. It is also a
social place friends invite each other to and
regulars enjoy chatting. It originates in the 6th
century when Buddhist temples would regularly
open their baths to the public, but it was not
until the 17t century that senfos came into
common use as a facility for both sanitation
and leisure.
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This is the sento symbol.
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), Sento facilities
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Sentos actually vary considerably by place.
Each is unique, ranging from old-fashioned
baths to jacuzzis, electric baths, baths
containing skin beauty ingredients, saunas,
and other elaborate facilities. Also great is that
some have rest areas to relax after your bath or
launderettes. Many sentos sell towels, clothes
to change into, and amenities, so you can show
up without bringing anything. They sell various
beverages, and white coffee is a classic post-
bath drink. Some places also sell beer.
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Part2 Japanese experiences in Minato City

Let’s Try Using the sento
BARRAE 05 (23)=28Y0|8 &4 HEEOMI

1 Remove your shoes at the entrance and | ;’Ige :,’j’if’ 4 The water temperature varies from 39 to 44°C,

put them in the shoe locker. Pay the fee, "‘\Tn%ﬁg o so feel the water to check the temperature

and go to the men’s or women’s bath. e before getting in.

Bring your own toiletries or buy some at i, JKIBTE 39°C~ 44°CHE, H—THKEHE, BT
= reception.
L . go| 2 = 39°C~ 44°C2 Hof

EXLBEET, ARG HHEREENES
EHLRE, AAERESTASHAENENE, zolst = Soi7he}
SHEOIA Alerg sof Alwrstol YeCh. 238 BT s 20T 44 S 3B
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2 Find an empty locker, remove all your clothing, put it in > Do not put towels in the bath.
the locker, lock it, and go to the bath area. BOREDBA®RA SOl B8 Hax| oferh.
KEISMERE, BHARTORBBANERERN, BIRICEFLEANL

S LHUREAEE. > Wipe off a little before returning to the

§ dlof 2l H7E ot 2 BF Hof ol E1,
UAE M2 ChS SYoE soizict.
ZOWTWBOy H—%F L. KERZEITNTHENTOH
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changing room.
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5 Find an empty seat without anyone else’s towel or > Photography and taking videos are
toiletries and wash yourself before getting in prohibited in the bathing area and
the bath. changing rooms.
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ﬂ%)\(ij{) [’)Pﬁ Lj APBPATOAVEREZ RO, B Interview cooperation by Azabu Kokubisuionsen Takenoyu / Aqua Garden Mitsukoshiyu
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Azabu Kokubisuionsen Takenoyu Aqua Garden Mitsukoshiyu

MAREKER TTOR FITH—T V=5

Features natural hot springs with The popular open-air bath switches weekly

brown water. from men to women.
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@ 5-12-16 Shirokane, Minato-Ku
AXAS 5-12-16

https://minatobranch.com/
bath_house#tmithukoshiyu

Q 1-15-12 Minami-azabu, Minato-Ku X iRk 1-15-12
https://takenoyuazabu.wixsite.com/takeno-yu?lang=en

(=]

Fureainoyu snhasvoz Minamiaoyama Shimizuyu m#&w #xs
Run by Minato City. Has a rest area for
post-bath relaxing.

BREZE., RTRAERSERIEBRKE.

The three types of jacuzzis and
C02 bath are popular.
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Q 2-2-18 Shiba, Minato-Ku X3 2-2-18
https://www.city.minato.tokyo.jp/shisetsu/sonota/koshuyokujo/01.html

Q 3-12-3 Minami-aoyama, Minato-Ku %K% Ll 3-12-3
https://shimizuyu.jp/
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Column

Getting travel i

MRiFHATIE R  of™

nformation

FlehA IROIBERRED &

Here is some useful information on free public Wi-Fi for getting travel or area information on your smartphone

or tablet.
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Free Wi-Fi

SHRILLRHM (Wi-Fi) T2 Wifi 88 Wi-Fi

[Minato City Wi-Fi]
https://www.city.minato.tokyo.jp/jouhokanri/kuse/ L
minatocitywi-fi_01.html @ @ @ &l

This is a Wi-Fi service provided by Minato City. Anyone can use it for free
by registering your email address or SNS account information at the start.

The web portal and authentication screen can be used in English, Chinese
(traditional, simplified), Korean, or Japanese. You can connect for 60 min.
per session, with no limit to the number of sessions per day.
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SSID : Minato_City Wi-Fi
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Free Wi-Fi on public transportation
AEZBEHIR BRI RBHTLRED (Wi-Fi)
33 1S7|BoM MSstE F&2 WiFi
AFIBHEBIRFE DR Wi-Fi

All Tokyo Metro, Tokyo Panorama Line, and Keihin Electric Express
Railway stations and some JR and municipal subway stations also offer
free Wi-Fi.
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[TOKYO FREE Wi-Fi(OpenRoaming)] P
https://www.wifi-tokyo.jp/ @@@ E.. e |

This is a Wi-Fi service provided by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government for

use at parks, gardens, museums, and other municipal facilities often

visited by overseas guests.

It utilizes an international wireless LAN roaming infrastructure, so once you

set it up, you can automatically connect to secure, encrypted Wi-Fi at

OpenRoaming-enabled Wi-Fi spots in Japan and abroad.
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Wi-Fi connection app
EETEREM (Wi-Fi) AR REF
Wi-Fi & oiZ 270l Wi-Fi &7 7'

[Japan Wi-Fi auto-connect] [ -
@@@ i android
A smartphone app for international visitors that automatically connects not
only to Minato City Wi-Fi, but also to a wide range of free Wi-Fi networks and
OpenRoaming compatible Wi-Fi at airports, shopping centers, and other
locations throughout Japan. It can also be used to search for Wi-Fi hotspots.
XE—HREEGEMNEANFHEM, FXEEBRNZEEMinato City
Wi-Fi, EA BN, BligEEAALESEREWI-FiLZ
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