Part 4

Enjoying
Japanese

shopping
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Instead of just buying goods, how
about visiting shopping districts where
you can interact with shop staff and
people in the city as well?
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*The information in this guidebook is up-to-date as of October 1, 2025. Please be
aware that some information on the various facilities may have changed.
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eel human warmth

in a shopping district
~ Azabu-Juban Shopping Distrect ~
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Each area of Japan has a shopping district full of retail stores that is great for shopping. Azabu-
Juban Shopping District is one of them. It was once a commercial center with horse races and horse
fairs in the 18th century. It then further flourished and grew as a temple town. The hills were home
to many feudal lord and retainer residences and a commoners' town formed around them, creating
a downtown atmosphere. This shopping district that goes back as far as 300 years has 500 shops
of various sizes that greet visitors warmly. Enjoy everything from eating as you walk to searching
for souvenirs while savoring the atmosphere of older times.
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Azabu-Juban Shopping District
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Exit 7, Azabu-juban Station, Toei Oedo Line
Exit 4, Azabu-juban Station, Tokyo Metro Namboku Line
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Welcome to Azabu-Juban! .. s ex,

The Azabu Juban Shopping Street, located in the heart of Tokyo, still retains the atmosphere of the old commercial districts
and is filled with a kind atmosphere. The area is a mix of new popular stores and long-established stores, and teems with
locals and visitors from all kinds of places. There are also many festivals and events throughout the year. It is a fun, vibrant
place where people of all ages, including those visiting from abroad, can enjoy. We look forward to welcoming you!
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Kazuo Hirano, Chairman of
the Azabu-Juban Shopping
District Promotion Association
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February: Setsubun
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On the day before Risshun that divides winter and spring, soy
beans are thrown to expel evil. Demons appear on the shopping
street as well and a parade is held.
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August: Noryo Festival
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The area is i lled with stalls and shops selling local specialties from around

Japan and you can enjoy festival music.
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Traditional
seasonal

events

April: Flower Festival
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Celebration of the birth of the Buddha. Flower temples dedicated
to the Buddha are built and hydrangea tea is poured over the
Buddha statue.
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September: Autumn Festival
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This event is held by Jubaninari-jinja Shrine and Azabu Hikawa-jinja Shrine.
Portable shrines are marched through the busy streets.
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Let's Try

Taiyaki
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Cholop7| (Zoi#)

Sweet bean paste is sandwiched between fl our
batter and baked into a sea bream shape for
good fortune. The paste of adzuki beans
simmered for 8 hours each day is delicious.
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Naniwa-ya Sohonten SRIEFRIEANE
L 03-3583-4975

https://www.azabujuban.or.jp/shop/
shop_category/eat/219/
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> When taking photos, please be careful
not to get in the way of people or
traffic on roads and sidewalks.
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> Do not write graffiti on other private or

public property, as it is prohibited by law.
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Karinto
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Japanese snack made by deep-frying fl our
dough and coating it with treacle. This specialty
shop always has 50 fl avors, including brown
cane sugar, lemon, and matcha green tea.
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https://www.azabukarinto.com/
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Rich Egg
Bread
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“Rich Egg Bread” is a highly popular product
that sells out as soon as it is baked. It is
characterized by a rich, mild flavor of eggs and
a fluffy texture that melts in your mouth.
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https://motosue.co.jp/
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Nanoblock
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Tiny millimeter-sized building blocks loved by
Japanese and non-Japanese people alike as toys
that demonstrate the Japanese attention to detail.
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Kobayashi Ganguten ZiEXUitEfE
<, 03-3451-7208

https://www.azabujuban.or.jp/shop/
shop_category/shopping/167/
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Cloth that is vividly painted with ukiyo-e or other
Japanese paintings or with Japanese designs with
traditional dyeing techniques. They can be used
many ways, as a towel, gift wrap, or interior décor,
for example.
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https://www.asanoha.shop/ 'Er_
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Ningyo-yaki
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Sweet bean jam is sandwiched in fl our batter and
baked into shapes of the popularly believed in
Seven Gods of Good Fortune and Bunraku puppet
heads. Watch them be baked by artisans and eat
them hot off the grill!
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Kibun-do #£3%
<, 03-3451-8918

https://www.azabujuban.or.jp/shop/
shop_category/shopping/147/

Washi
Paper
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Letter packs, origami, and other items of unique
Japanese paper made from mulberry bark, birch
bark and other plants using traditional methods are
popular as elegant Japanese stationery.
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Hirano Stationary Store FE B E &
<, 03-3583-3569

https://www.azabujuban.or.jp/shop/
shop_category/shopping/231/
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Kaleidoscopes *
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Find one-of-a-kind kaleidoscopes handmade by
Japanese and American artists. Some are made
with traditional Japanese handiwork, such as
ceramic and mother-of-pearl.
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Kaleidoscope Mukashi-kan
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L, 03-3453-4415
https://www.brewster.co.jp/

Yakiton
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Try skewers with pork and meats such as liver and
heart cooked over a charcoal fi re and basted in
salty-sweet soy sauce or salt. The chicken skewers
are also popular.
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Abechan #~\&xA
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https://www.azabujuban.or.jp/shop/
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Incense
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The OKOLIFE Series stick-type incense comes
in beautifully colored packages. There are 12
types to choose from to suit different moods.
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Koga-do &HE EIEE
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http://www.kogado.co.jp/ E'

Credits cards may not be accepted for

buying individual items at small shops.

Check with the staff.
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ind one-of-a-kind items

~ Omotesando Kotto-dori Street ~
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The street from the Minami-aoyama 5-Chome intersection to the Takagi-cho intersection is called
Kotto-dori Street (kotto = antiques) as it was full of antique shops. It is a tranquil street and also has

home decor shops and boutiques.
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Become familiar with antiques
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Otsuka Fine Art <Z=K
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Specialty antique art dealer in a peaceful spot. You can

see a diverse array of Oriental antique arts such as

mother of pearl work, lacquer ware, wood crafts,

paintings, and Buddhist art, dealing mostly in ancient

ceramics from Japan and the Korean Peninsula.
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9 1st floor. Kawai Building. 5-14-4. Minami-aoyama. Minato-ku
EXEEIL5-14-4 FASENLIF § 03-3486-7610

http://www.otsuka-art.com/
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Hanzomon-Ginza-Chiyoda Lines

5-Chome,
Minami-aoyama,
mEWSTH

National highway'
No:246
/EiE2465

Kotto-dori Street
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Aoyama Gakuin

University - ~
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AR
Roppong‘u—dori Street 7 AAEY

Omotesando Kotto-dori Street
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Exit B1, Omote-sando Station,
Tokyo Metro Hanzomon Line, Ginza Line, Chiyoda Line
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Find tableware
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This shop sells ceramic pieces made by modern

artists who took classic traditional designs and

made them into new shapes. Find a specially-

crafted work of art you can use in your regular

daily life.
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> Retail shops in Tokyo do not usually bargain with customers. » Products usually cannot be returned unless they have a defect.
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> Do not open packages before buying without asking. » Do not eat or drink in any shops except cafés and restaurants.
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~ Tokyo Port Brewery ~
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You would surely never guess that there is a brewery in Minato Gity housed inside a
very modern-looking building. Tokyo Port Brewery devised ways to craft Japanese
sake in a cramped place in the city center. Wakamatsuya, its predecessor, closed
due to the pressure of radical changes in the latter half of the 19th century, as Edo
turned to Meiji, but Shunichi Saito, its 7th president in its century-long existence was
determined to revive it. About 10 years later, in 2016, he finally launched production
and sale of sake. It became a new Tokyo specialty created jointly with the chief
brewer who passionately upheld the 7th president’s dream.
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Left: Blueberry liqueur
Center: Edo Kaijo refined sake
Right: Edo Kaijaloburoku
ik BEEHME

o EE TIRAE

A HE IR
2% 252l 270
7h2dl: EF ol =7tolxE
QEZ  EIF ‘oz Tto|E
& TI—=RY=DYF 1)L
Rk EE IFRRE]

B ERBS [IIFRRE

part 4 Enjoying Japanese shopping

uy Japanese sake at a metropolitan brewery

Doburoku is unrefined sake. It is thick and opaque with a strong rice flavor.
Doburoku must be fresh, which is how you can drink it at the Tokyo Port
Brewery.
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\Message from /

the Brewer

There are many non-Japanese
sake enthusiasts, but maybe few
have tried doburoku . Be sure to
try this delicious product!
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Shunichi Saito, 7t generation owner (right) and
Yoshimi Terasawa, chief brewer (left)
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Interview cooperation by Wakamatsu it #hXett &

9 4-7-10, Shiba, Minato-ku #X:Z 4-7-10  03-3451-2626 http:/tokyoportbrewery.wkmty.com/

55



Column

Currency exchange and cash withdrawal
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Privately-owned shops and other small shops may not accept international credit cards, so it is best to bring
Japanese yen in cash. Here are places to exchange currency or withdraw cash in Minato City.
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Currency exchange
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In addition to major banks and large hotels, currency can be exchanged at the
following places.
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Shimbashi, View Card Currency Exchange Center
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Cash withdrawal
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The following ATMs can be used to withdraw cash with a credit or debit card
issued by a foreign bank. Find details about the fee, daily limit, hours, and other
conditions on the website.
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There are currently 178 Seven Bank ATMs installed
throughout Minato City at stations and commercial
facilities as well as 7-Eleven convenience stores. These
ATMS offer support in 12 languages.
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There are currently Japan Post Bank ATMs in 116 |

locations in Minato City, and all have an English option.

Some FamilyMart convenience stores also have them.

(Gradual switch to service in 16 languages from 2017).
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