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The origins of old town names in Shiba area.

This signboard guides the origins of old town names, each of which in most cases
represents its own history of the beginning or the location.

Hon’shiba

This place once called Shiba-mura of Toshima-gun gradually developed as a town during the
Edo era. In the 2nd year of Kanbun (1662) the place was brought under the town magistrate's
control, called Hon'shiba (meaning “original place called shiba") after the old name.
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Hon shiba zaimoku-cho

This place was originally a part of Shiba-mura of Toshima-gun and had been a riverside
town where boats came from the sea until the late Edo era. There lived many timber
dealers from old times, timbers (zaimoku) seen piled up at the riverside. The town's name
is said to have come from the old name and its peculiar scenery.
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Hon’shiba’shita-machi

This place was originally a part of Shiba-mura of Toshima-gun,
and later in the 2nd year of Kanbun (1662) was brought under
the town magistrate’s control. There lived many fish dealers
selling cheap fish which was called shita' mono (meaning “cheap
things” ), and it is said that a part of the name was, with the old
place name, used for the town's name.

Hon’shiba’iriyoko-ché

This place was originally a part of Shiba-mura of Toshima-gun,
and later in the 2nd year of Kanbun (1662) was brought under
the town magistrate’s control. The town faced the bystreet off the
main street, Hon'shiba-dori. Therefore it was named Hon'shiba’
iriyoko-cha, iriyoko of which means “getting round the corner”.
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