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An Ukiyoe (old Japan) titled
"Kanasugibashi Shibaura"

from A Century of Edo Famous Sites
(Meisho Edo-hyakkei Zue)
by Utagawa Hiroshige, the first, 1857
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The origins of old town names in Shiba area.

This signboard guides the origins of old town
names, each of which in most cases represents its
own history of the beginning or the location.

Kanasugi

This town started as a fishing village called
Kanasuki or Kanesogi or Kanasugi in the Ebara
district in old times. As time went by the village
saw trademen's houses increasing, developing
into a town named Kanasugi-cho under the
jurisdiction of a town magistrate in the 2nd year
of the Kanbun period (1662). Its name Kanasugi-
cho (literally "gold-cedar-town") is said to have
come from a legend that there was a cedar-like
tree emitting a golden light, that could be seen
from ships at sea in the dark night; however
there is no consensus about its name's origin.
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Kanasugikawaguchi-cho

This town started as a fishing village called Kanasuki or Kanesogi or Kanasugi in the Ebara district in
old times. Later on it became a part of Kanasugi-ch6 and then was separated as a single town, receiving
its name Kanasugikawaguchi-cho in the 2nd year of the Meiji period (1869). The town is situated at
the delta of the Kanasugigawa river (also known as Furukawa or Shimborigawa river) which at this
point flows into the bay; therefore it got the name Kanasugikawaguchi-chd (kawaguchi meaning
"mouth of the river") .

Kanasugihama- cho

This town started as a fishing village called Kanasuki or Kanesogi or Kanasugi in the Ebara district in old
times. Thereafter a part of the area developed into a town named Kanasugihama-chd in the 2nd year of
the Meiji period (1869). Itis said to have been named so because it is situated at the seashore (hama).

Kanasugi-gashi

This town occupies the riverside area between the Kanasugibashi and the Shogenbashi bridge. The
area was seized by authority in the 7th year of the Kanbun period (1667), and thereafter, since the 4th
year of the Tenna period (1684), had been gradually used as a residence for Bakufu Obozu (generally
called DGbd; tonsured waiters with the duty to serve tea in the castle). Thus this village received the
name Kanasugidobo-cho. In the 2nd year of the Meiji period (1869) the town was renamed by
authority again to Kanasugi-gashi (¢ashi, meaning "riverside").
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