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The origins of old town names in Shiba area.

This signboard guides the origins of old town names, each of which in
most cases represents its own history of the beginning or the location.

Mita

The place name Mita (=H ) originates in Mita-go ({EIEH%E ), the old place
name of the Heian era. This place is considered to have developed as
farmland early in the history, the people having rendered a tribute to the
Court; therefore the place is said to have been called Mita ({HIH ) where
crops for the Court were cultivated. Though the time when the different
Chinese character was used for the place name is not known, it seems
that the word “=H" had already appeared during the turbulent age
traced back to the latter half of the 15th century.
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Akabane-cho

In the 5th year of Meiji (1872) this place was named Akabane-
cho because there was the Akabane-bashi bridge near the
place. In the vicinity of the bridge many artisans for
earthenware-making lived, and Agahani (unglazed red
pottery doll) was well known among their products. It is
said that the word Akabane originated in a corruption of
Agahani.

Mitakoun-cho

In 1640 Koun-ji Temple moved from Sakurada near the Castle
of Edo to this place called Mita-hijirizaka. It became a temple
town and both names, Mita and Koun, were combined.
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