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The origins of old town names in Shiba area.

This signboard guides the origins of old town names, each of which in most cases
represents its own history of the beginning or the location.

Mitakoyama-cho

This town area is situated at the edge of Mita-kytiry6 hill, falling steeply into
the Furukawa river valley on the western corner of the former Shiba Ward.
Uniting near-by temple compounds and temple territories in the Edo period.
This district developed gradually into Mitakoyama-cho, which was a popular
old name in the 2nd year of the Meiji period (1869).

Shimmonzen-cho

This town occupies the area along the Akabanegawa river (also known as Furukawa
river) from the Nakanohashi to the Ichinohashi bridge, consisting of the substitute
lands of Minamishimmonzen 1-chéme and 2-chome, Tsukijidobo-cho, and near-by
samurai residences. When these lands and residences were united around the 5th
year of the Meiji period (1872), this new town, Shimmonzen-cho, was born.
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Shimmonzen-gashi

Shimmonzen-gashi is the name of the riverside from the
Shimboribashi to the Nakanohashi bridge along the Furukawa
river in the northwest of Shibashimmonzen-chd, officially named
so in the 11th year of the Meiji period (1878).

Mita-tsunamachi

A part of this town area was used for a villa of the Aizu clan in
the 4th year of the Meireki period (1658), and later villa
residences of other clans were built here as well. In the 5th year
of the Meiji period (1872) this town, named Mita-tsunamachi,
was established, uniting near-by residences of three clans. This
area formed a part of Mita-mura (village) in old times, and
legend has it that an ancient warlord Watanabe-no-tsuna, one of
the big four samurais serving their master Minamoto-no-
Yorimitsu was born here; hence the town was named so.
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