Shirokane
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The area name Shirokane comes from “shirokane-choja” (rich
person named “shirokane-choja”), the title of a powerful
family that had been prosperous in Musashino region (present
Tokyo) since the Muromachi period (14-16C).

An elevated part of Shirokane area is called Shirokane-dai
where there were many daimyos' (feudal lords') suburban
residences or temples and shrines in the Edo period (17-19C).
The site of the Institute for Nature Study, National Science
Museum or Zuishoji temple, etc. covered with rich green are
survivals into our day, reminding us of old history and culture.
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Shiba-shirokane-sanko-cho

There had been daimyos'suburban residences with cultivated
fields among them in this town area until the end of the Edo
period. Early in the Meiji period three towns with the word
“Shirokane” prefixed to the town name appeared, and then in
1891 three towns and vicinity were united into a town named
Shirokane-sanko-cho. The part of the town name “Sanko”
comes from the Sanko-zaka slope in the town; however, some
say that it comes from the three ( “san” in Japanese) places,
Meiko, Higashi-meiko and Nishi-meiko, noted for their
fireflies.

Shiba-shirokane-dai-machi

The town area was a part of the grassy Musashino Plateau in
old times. In the Edo period the area along the Sagami-kaido
(current Meguro-dori street) in Sirokane-mura village became
the territory of Zojoji temple. As the territory was less-
populated and insecure, dwellers petitioned the authorities for
using the territory as a tradesman's quarter, and the
request was granted. The town was named Shirokane-
dai-machi because it extended on an elevated part
( “dai” ) of Shirokane area.

Shiba-shirokane-imazato-cho

Adjoining the southeastern part of Shirokane-mura village,
Imazato (meaning “new village” )area was newly cultivated
in 1673. Water for irrigation called Mita-yosui ran
through the center of the area. The area, uniting
adjacent Tamanawa area, developed into a town named
Shirokane-imazato-cho in 1891.

Shiba-shirokane-saru-machi

A new town was formed along the Nakahara-michi
highway running in the direction of Gotanda, branching
off from the Nihon-enoki-dori street. In the 14th
century a warlord Nitta Yoshisada enshrined a Buddhist
image around here to pray for his success in war, and
the image began to be called “Koshin-sama.” The town
name ‘saru-machi’ is said to have come from the
homophone of the Chinese letter “koshin.”
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