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The name Tennozu originates from the shoals that formed from the Y b g \H»&u L
' i i i *E”"““ ) an®
gradual layering of sand and earth in the sea at Shinagawa-ura. It is also =g XENSNBE
: ; : i :Il:ouII*E —TEAE ey 5 ERE/L-L
said to come from the Shinto ceremonial mask, which emerged from the o BEED B ERN
. . . IR Y b= A
sea and that is attached to the roof of the portable shrine used in the Tenno G, s f“/vﬁﬁﬁ) %f}:
% FIBmit = e L

Festival held in Minami-Shinagawa.
Isle means “island” in English, and this name was chosen for the location with its gorgeous views of the Tokyo Bay waterfront. Now, put yourself
in the mindset of a photojournalist and let’s depart from the mouth of Minato City’s Tennozu Ohashi Bridge, heading west along the Tennozu Canal.
Walk across Rakusui Bridge that spans the Takahama Canal and, after snapping some photos of the Japanese-style wooden tour boats floating
between Tennozu Bridge and Shinagawa-ura and the sparkling, backlit Shinagawa-ura area, head upstream. On the other side bordering the
Tennozu Canal is the Meguro River Canal Lock on the Meguro River, which serves as Setagaya City’s water source.
In the old days, the river was rich in nature and connected to the daily lives of the locals, through rice field irrigation, Yuzen Nagashi traditional
kimono fabric dyeing, and children playing. The area around the mouth of the river used to be called “Shinagawa” and, before development of the
bay, the river was formerly used as a port to transport goods due to the curvature of the channel near the mouth and its gentle current.
This is said to be the genesis of the name “Shinagawa”. If you go past Tennozu Bridge and head further upstream, follow along Shinagawa-ura
and you’ 1l arrive at the “funadamari” (ship pool) where you can see countless Japanese-style wooden tour boats moored.
Cross over “Kita-Shinagawa Bridge”, which was completed in the 14th year of the Taisho Period (1925), and you will come to the end of “Shinagawa-ura”,
While wondering whether the upper stream is connected to the mouth of the Meguro River, we move on to the “whale mound”. In the 10th year of
the Kansei Period (1798), this is where fishermen caught a great whale stuck in the shallows of Tennozu.
Tile block prints capturing the sight of the approximately 6-meter-long and 2-meter-high creature were later published, attracting the attention of
many viewers.

Thereafter, the whale was dissected and its bones were buried on the current grounds of “Kagata Shrine” in Shinagawa-ura.
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